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From Ye Olde Editor:  I’m not an artsy guy (artsy fartsy, as they say), but in this photo I see something more than 
just man and machine.  Of course, that’s our friend Larry Miller and his vintage Smoothie.  But to me, this could be 
any modeler, anywhere, soaking in the morning sun and anticipating a good day of flying.  And I see a little bit of that 
youngster in all of us who wants, more than anything, to enjoy a good day with his friends.  Photo by Raoul Salem. 



Winding Down the Season 

Fall is here and I can say without a doubt it’s my favorite time of 

year. Mild evenings, cool crisp mornings, football, and the start of 

building and repair season! As usual, I’m sure I already have more 

projects in mind than I'll be able to complete. But there will always 

be next year… 

Not so fast though, we still have some outstanding events coming up to close out the year. As of this 

writing we have our annual Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon and Swap Meet coming up, thanks to Jess Walls. 

This is the perfect event for anyone 

who wants to give control line a try. 

Jess talked me into giving it a try last 

year where I managed to put in a 

few laps before feeling like I couldn’t 

stand straight any longer. I sure 

don’t remember having that 

problem 40 years ago when I used to 

do it on our cul-de-sac. 

(Ye Olde Editor’s Note:  My fault, not 

Scott’s, that the newsletter is a bit 

late.  The Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon and 

the Swap meet happened earlier in 

October.) 

Later this month is one of my favorites; Jay’s Fun Fly and Potluck. What a great way to close out the 

season. One thing I know for certain is that the Rogue Eagles know how to do a potluck!  

Speaking of events, I have got to say how impressed I 

am with our club and everyone’s willingness to help, 

donate and give back. We recently wrapped up our 

41st annual Air Show, and thanks to everyone 

involved, we were able to present the Children's 

Miracle Network with this year’s donation totaling 

$3576. It takes a lot of 

effort to put on our show, 

let alone make it such a 

success. And everyone 

did it with a smile. Way 

to go Rogue Eagles!  

See you at the field. 

    By Club Prez, Scott HudsonBy Club Prez, Scott Hudson  

 

Scott 

Welcome to the Rogue Eagles! 

We gained some new members since the last newsletter: 

Devin Nelson  from Grants Pass 

Caleb Nelson  from Grants Pass 

Charles Roush  from Medford 

Edward Holder  from Grants Pass 

Douglas Christensen  from Central Point 

Walter Hicks  from Central Point 

Geoffrey Randolph  from Jacksonville 

 

 

Larry hands off a check to an Asante representative.  The 
Rogue Eagle donation is the total from the airshow gate, 
Patty Myers gourd raffle, and private contributions. 

 

 



AIRSHOW 2019 
People are at the heart of our charity airshow.  Here’s a look back in photos... 

Photo by Pat Dunlap 

Photo by Pat Dunlap 

Photo by Pat Dunlap 

Photo by Pat Dunlap Photo by Pat Dunlap 



AIRSHOW 2019 

Photo by 
Pat Dunlap 

Photo by Pat Dunlap 

Photo by Pat Dunlap 

Photo by Bruce Tharpe 

Photo by Bruce Tharpe 

Photo by 
Bruce Tharpe 

Click here to view the Mail Tribune promotional 

video and article that appeared prior to the event 

https://mailtribune.com/news/top-stories/rogue-eagles-charity-air-show-to-fly-again
https://mailtribune.com/news/top-stories/rogue-eagles-charity-air-show-to-fly-again


Pilots Choice - Mort Sullivan Vintage Spirit - John Gaines 

Mort’s spectacular Falcon on a fly by. Fresh from heart surgery, John’s doin’ good. 

Event Report by Bruce Tharpe 

Photos by Pat Dunlap, Larry Cogdell, Raoul Salem, and 

Jack Shaffer 

 

It was a slip of the tongue, really!  At the conclusion of our 

Vintage RC Fly-In, we all gathered under the shade for the 

awards and raffle.  Somebody asked how many pilots 

signed up, and I answered “24”.  Then I tagged it with “24 

‘real’ modelers.”  Well that brought some good-natured 

“oooohs” from the crowd.  I guess it came across like I was 

putting down any modelers or members who weren’t there, 

but it was really the total opposite.  Maybe I could have 

picked a better word, but it was meant as praise for the guys 

who were there and played with us for two days.  The 

vintage event tends to bring out traditional modelers - folks 

who appreciate the entire hobby, building and flying.  Simply 

put, you’re my kind of modelers. 

Anyway, the final number was actually 26 which makes for a 

nice gathering.  No out-of-towners this year, so thanks for all 

the club support!  We had clear skies and light winds, so no 

complaints there. 

Special thanks to Jack Shaffer for donating an Als Hobbies 

gift certificate for our raffle.  Congrats to Jerry Stinson for 

winning both the Class II and Class III pattern events.  Hats 

off also to Mort Sullivan for bringing two models that came in 

first and second in the Pilots Choice voting.   



More VRCS Fly-In 
Memories... 

Click here to view Larry Cogdell’s 

terrific video coverage of the event. 

https://youtu.be/49kWPP6j1C0
https://youtu.be/49kWPP6j1C0


A Thought on Safety    by Jess Walls 

All accidents are preventable. 

The name “accident” implies that something happened that wasn’t planned. 

Accidents are always a possibility. They happen when several things go wrong at the 

same time, without enough time for us to think of the correct action and perform it.  

We should never fly alone. That’s my 

message. Don’t even think about it!  

Most of you probably know about prop 

strikes. Ask Rick Lindsey if you don’t. 

That is just the most obvious recent 

accident that requires someone else to 

be there to help. Sometimes you can deal 

with cuts yourself, sometimes it requires 

more hands. 

And then there are falls, sprains, 

sunstroke, heat stroke, snake bites, 

strokes, heart attacks, dehydration, 

fainting, etc. The list of things that could 

go wrong is pretty long. Those listed 

above are not necessarily life 

threatening, but if the person affected is 

alone the problem can become life 

threatening quickly. 

None of us plan on bad things happening. But they do! We are probably ready for the 

ones we have experienced before. The ones that no one saw coming are the ones 

where a helping hand might prevent a tragedy. Gruesome stories are bad, but at least 

most of the time the victim gets to tell his own story. Let’s keep it that way. Don’t fly 

alone!!!   

So our friend Rick had a prop strike, was taken to 
emergency care, got stitched up, and returned to 
the field to fly his model.  How dedicated is that? 

 

 Model Pilot Points 

1 Falcon Mort Sullivan 44 

2 Super Sinbad Mort Sullivan 35 

3 Simplex 60 Ben Musolf 25 

4 Miss America Phil Baehne 18 

5 Contender Jack Shaffer 16 

6 Tiporare Jerry Stinson 11 

7 Corkscrew Bruce Tharpe 10 

7 Aeronca C Phil Baehne 10 

VRCS Pilots Choice Votes 

Vintage Endurance Challenge 

Event Report by Jess Walls 

 

During the VRCS event CD Bruce 

Tharpe kindly allowed me to include a 

"Vintage Endurance" event. The idea 

was to fly an Old Timer free flight 

airplane that had been converted to 

RC in a manner similar to the way 

they were designed to be flown. Free 

Flight, without any control after the 

plane leaves your hands. That was the 

only way model airplanes were flown 

for over 50 years. 

We created rules to allow RC control 

in order for the airplanes to land back 

on our runway instead of chasing 

them for miles. An interesting event, 

everyone had fun, and we will try it 

again next year. 

Joe Geiger won the first day with Ben 

Musolf a very close second. 

Eric Kirby won the second day. 



Medford Pattern Classic - 2019  Article by Art Kelly   Photos by Larry Cogdell 

As many know, the Medford pattern contest is three events rolled into one. It is one of the events in our 
season, it is also the championship contest for our NSRCA District 8 and it is a “shoot out” with our fellow 
pattern brethren from California. This year due to a batch of 
illnesses and last minute aircraft problems our numbers 
were down from past years. Nonetheless, we drew from a lot 
of geography and had pilots from Utah, Washington, 
California and Oregon. It made for another worthy and close 
contest in several classes. 

Thanks to all the work on our facility over the last few 
months Agate Field made a very positive impression. It is 
getting the reputation of being the finest site on the annual 
pattern circuit. Rogue Eagles can be justifiably proud of our 
flying field that is the envy of many out-of-town visitors. 

As the weekend of September 21 & 22 approached there was growing anxiety about a potential “Noreaster” 
blowing through. Saturday arrived and we were provided one of the most perfect flying days we’ve ever 
had at the pattern event. Yet, frequent glances at the forecast were not promising and after a meeting with 
all the pilots it was agreed that we would go through five rounds on Saturday so as to get as many scores in 
the books as we could. Sunday arrived and, sure enough, so did the rain. More furtive glances at the 
forecast and we saw a prospective 90 minute window when the heavens would dry up and all agreed to get 
in our final round.  

When the dust had settled we found that Rogue Eagles pilots presented themselves very well. Special kudos 
to Larry Cogdell who took a deep breath, licked his lips and launched his Olympus into his first pattern 
contest. He was pleased he did. By virtue of the fact that this is the District Championship all pilots receive 
double points for their participation. Larry was the only participant in the Sportsman class and he walked 
away as D-8 Sportsman Champion. Needless to say, he had a big smile on his face. Sean Mersh again flew 
at his standard level (perfect) and was anointed at D-8 FAI Champion. While we didn’t walk away with a 
trophy Rogue Eagles had a strong presence in the Intermediate class with Scott Hudson (2nd place) Jerry 
Stinson, Paul Chapman, Ray Wasson and Art Kelly. Wrapping up the bragging rights, D-8 reclaimed the 
Rumble On The Rouge shootout trophy from D-7. 

An event of this type only comes together with lots of hands and strong backs. A big thanks to John Buford 
who had the toilets in pristine condition and to the many 
RE members who showed up to follow the flying and to 
pitch in with the many tasks.  Once again we have had a 
number of members express interest in the pattern 
competition and we are considering offering a one-day 
club contest sometime next year. It would provide a 
friendly environment for experiencing a contest setting. As 
all pattern pilots will say, it isn’t about the points at the 
end of the day, for all of us it’s the never ending question 
“can I fly that maneuver a little better?” And, who 
knows…there may be another Larry Cogdell among us.   

 



More photos from the 

Medford Pattern Classic 

A flock of raptors besieged Agate Field 

on Saturday, September 7. Witnesses 

reported that the aggressive birds were 

making low passes down the runway and 

making high speed descents from 

prodigious heights. Less emotional 

bystanders explained that the phenomenon 

was a collective of Rogue Eagle pilots 

participating in an impromptu precision 

pattern competition of EDF jets. Under 

the steely eyed and unsympathetic visage 

of professional judges (Paul Chapman and 

Sean Mersh) five pilots put their craft 

through the rigid requirements of the EDF 

pattern sequence and the top three places 

walked away with the BIG money “bragging 

rights”. Jay Strickland ended up at the 

top of the heap but only by 0.25 points 

over Scott Hudson. It was the consensus 

of all the pilots that they had a blast 

and the conversation quickly moved to 

when can we do this again? Jay is 

fielding input, comments and 

recommendations. So, if you are curious 

give him a shout. 

Submitted by Art Kelly 

ALERT 

Click here to view Larry Cogdell’s 

terrific video coverage of the event. 

RINGMASTER FLY-A-THON 

WORLDWIDE FINAL TALLY 

6121 Flights 

553 Pilots 

14 Nations 

https://youtu.be/j-m3udBiY4U
https://youtu.be/j-m3udBiY4U


An Old Dog Learns 

a New Trick 

 
Here is  photo of my Contender 
ready to join the other planes 
at the VRCS Event. 

My plan for the Contender was to get one of the seasoned 
pilots to take it up for a maiden flight.  Jay stepped up to 
the task.  This was OK by me.  He gives first time flights a 
thorough inspection.  His inspection turned up an elevator 
control rod that had too much flex in it.  Jay did not think it 
was good to fly the plane with that condition.  He got a 
second opinion from Bruce and the maiden flight was put on 
hold  I was more than OK with their decision.  I was happy to 
take the plane home, correct the problem and bring it back 
the next day.  Jay felt he could come up with a field repair 
and wanted to give the Contender its maiden flight.   

Here is a photo of Jay in a 
search for a part to fix the 
problem.    He is checking with 
Joe who almost always has a 
part to fix a problem plane.  
Jay came up with a rod he 
could slide into the push rod 
which took care of the flex 
issue.  With that issue behind 

us, we started the engine and the Contender was in the air.  
Jay remarked he never had to use more than half throttle.  I 
want to give a big thanks to Jay for pulling off this maiden 
flight. 

Let me get back to my old dog learns a new trick.  The 

following photos pretty much cover how I caused this 
problem. 

This photo shows that, had I left the outer sleeve much 
longer, the rod would not have flexed.  Jay's field repair was 
to insert a metal rod onto the push rod. 

This is the control rod supplied with the kit which I should 
have used and not trimmed that much off the outer sleeve.  
This would have prevented the flex issue. 

(This old dog, in this case Eagle, learned to follow the 
directions and plans, use the material supplied with the kit 
and check all control rods for possible flex issues.  Finally 
always have a seasoned flyer preflight your plane. 

The VRCS Event 
was fantastic 
and it's never 
too late for an 
old Eagle to 
learn new tricks. 

 

 

 

Jack Shaffer 



46 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

From Ye Olde Editor:  The following 

article by our pattern champ, Sean 

Mersh, was originally published in 

the April 2015  K Factor magazine. 

Nice Stuff:  DIY Extensions 

continues... 

Time to think about renewing club 

membership for 2020! 

 

Dues paid in October provide membership 

benefits through December 2020.Dues must be 

paid by January 31, 2020 for benefits 

(including gate combination) to remain in 

effect. Still $50 for use of a wonderful flying 

facility. We don't need AMA verification, we do 

that anyway through the AMA website. 

If any of your information has changed please 

either use the renewal form or tell me what is 

new. 

 

Jess Walls  707-845-2833 

Membership Coordinator 

http://www.planner4u.com/
mailto:jesswalls@ymail.com


 

Venn Diagram 

of My Life 



ROGUE EAGLES WINTER BUILD CHALLENGE 

Builder Project Starting Point Observations and Comments 
Joe Geiger Venture 60 BTE Kit Already making considerable progress.  Shouldn’t take all Winter. 
Joe Geiger Powerhouse Champion Kit Famous old-timer design by Sal Taibi, 84” wingspan.  Distinctive half-circle fin. 
Phil Beahne Reaction BTE Plans Reduced-size version of the BTE Reaction 54 jet.  Will use glow engine in the nose. 
Doug McKee Smoothie Balsa USA Kit Doug is converting this classic design to electric.  Also qualifies as vintage RC. 
Jack Shaffer Eagle 2 Goldberg Kit Classic trainer.  Jack wants to make this WBC a “gathering of Carl Goldberg planes”. 
Scott Hudson Bristol Boxkite Short Kit 150% enlargement of Pat Tritle design.  Two wings, 2 stabs, 3 rudders, 1 canard... 
Joseph Jones Piper L-4 Goldberg J-3 Kit Using Cub kit to build the L-4 flown by Lt. Col. Charles “Bazooka Charlie” Carpenter.  
Dennis Young Lazy Bee LDS Short Kit Popular Andy Clancy design.  Will use OS .20 4C.  Dennis is from Portland area. 
Bruce Tharpe Pusher 2020 Own Design Enlarged version of .09-powered prototype from twenty years ago.  Electric power. 
Joe Porhammer Fairchild 22 C7B Flyline Kit Vintage kit from 1985.  For .09 - .15.  Full-scale has parasol wing, inline engine. 
Babe Caltabiano Kougar Sig Kit Famous low-wing sport model with foam-core wing, jet styling, trike landing gear. 

~ List of Declared Projects ~ 

Here’s the Challenge: 

 Must be a NEW build from a balsa kit or plans.  No repair jobs of previously 
flown aircraft.  No ARFs.  No foamies. 

 Previously started kits are okay, but they should have no covering and the 
framework must be less than 50% completed. 

 Models must be radio-controlled, of any size or complexity, and powered 
with glow, gas, or electric. 

 To enter, you must post at least one current photo showing the starting 
point of your project in our facebook group.  Remember, this is a social 
event - no secret projects allowed. 

 To finish the challenge, your plane must be flown at the maiden flight party. 
The plane must take off, make at least one lap, and land. 

 The Challenge is open to any AMA member. 

Still Plenty of Time to Enter!    For More Info, Contact Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
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President  
Scott Hudson  541-291-6477 

Vice President 
John Gaines   541-951-1947 

 

Secretary  
Eric Kirby  707-483-0464  

 

Treasurer  
Joe Geiger  541-500-8345 

 

Membership Coordinator  
Jess Walls  707-845-283 

 

Board Members at Large  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087  
Jerry Stinson  541-778-7113 
John Buford  541-879-0436 

 

Safety Coordinator  
Jay Strickland  541-830-7976  

 

Event Coordinator  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087  

 

Newsletter Editor  
Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

 

Public Relations  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Webmaster  
Sean Mersh  541-890-3087 

 

Chief Flight Instructor  
Jess Walls  707-845-2833  

Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to 

join, past newsletters, photos, and 
much more, please visit the Rogue 

Eagles website. 
www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

Meeting Information 
The next two General Membership 

Meetings are scheduled for 

Tuesday 7pm, October 8, 2019 
Tuesday 7pm,  November 12, 2019 

~ No Meeting in December ~ 

at the Central Point Senior Center, 
123 N 2nd Street in Central Point. 

Click here for directions 

 
 

Remember this 
version of F-86? 

Steve 
Bull  

John 
Gaines  

Seen at the General Meetings 

Jay attacked with a light saberJay attacked with a light saber   

John in September...John in September...  

John in October...John in October...  

Can’t wait for NovemberCan’t wait for November  

Mall Show Pics 
Provided by Alan Littlewood 

Seen Out and About 

Corsair model donated to the 
airshow raffle by Rich Josephson. 
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