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I`bj Rg`ĭdqI`bj Rg`ĭdq  hr `kk fqhmr `mc fhffkdr `esdq hr `kk fqhmr `mc fhffkdr `esdq 
sgd rtbbdrretk l`hcdm įhfgs ne ghr Rhf sgd rtbbdrretk l`hcdm įhfgs ne ghr Rhf 
@rsqn@rsqn--Gnf-  I`bj stqmdc nudq sgd sdrs ohkns Gnf-  I`bj stqmdc nudq sgd sdrs ohkns 
ctshdr sn ctshdr sn I`x Rsqhbjk`mcI`x Rsqhbjk`mc  vgn v`r mns rgx vgn v`r mns rgx 
`ants vqhmfhmf hs nts-  A`qah v`r g`mfhmf `ants vqhmfhmf hs nts-  A`qah v`r g`mfhmf 
nm enq cd`q khed-  Bnmfq`sr nm enq cd`q khed-  Bnmfq`sr I`bjI`bj  ̀ mc `mc I`xI`x!!  



And Then There Were Blue Skies  

As predicted, the smoke has cleared, leaving us with some 

fantastic flying conditions for the past few weeks.  Letõs hope it 

holds until our Fun Fly/Potluck event coming up on October 

21st.  Canõt wait to see who wrestles the bragging rights away 

from last yearõs winner, um, errré  Canõt remember last yearõs 

winner - must not have done much bragging.* 

Winter Build Challenge - Picking a Project  

So this WBC thing is catching on.  We already have a good handful of entries (see a list later in this 

newsletter).  The guys who have thrown their hats in the ring so far are mostly hard-core builders 

who you might expect to jump at any chance to glue some balsa.  Now what we need are some 

fence-sitters, guys who think they want to give it a try but maybe donõt know where to start. 

Well, you start by picking a project.  Brilliant, right?  But this might actually be the most fun part of 

the entire process, aside from seeing your creation take to the skies for the first time.  My best advice 

is to pick something that is truly interesting and exciting to you.  Building a plane takes time and 

patience, so the plane needs to be something that will hold your interest from start to finish.  If you 

pick a kit because itõs on sale, or if somebody hands you a kit for free, it might be a good deal but it 

might not be your best choice.  If the finished plane isnõt something you want to fly, then thereõs a 

good chance it will never be finished. 

Another factor to consider is the complexity of the design.  Remember, this project will be test flown 

next April.  Thatõs about half a year away, but big projects can eat up more spare time than you 

think.  Be realistic.  Frankly, Iõd rather see you pick a too-simple design and get it done in time for the 

maiden flight party than see you pick something thatõs just too time consuming or frustrating.  The 

whole point of this is to show that building a model can be fun and relaxing.  

I highly recommend building something that can be flown in one or more of our many club events 

once the WBC is over.  Selfishly, I love it when guys pick vintage RC models because that means more 

entries in the VRCS fly-in.  But maybe you always 

wanted a scale model, or a big bird, or even a new 

seaplane (add wheels for the test flight).  Donõt 

forget our airshow - new acts are always welcome. 

Sometimes Iõve picked projects because the plane 

holds a bit of personal nostalgia.  Maybe it was 

something I built in my younger days, or something 

my dad flew back in the day.  Maybe itõs something 

that caught my eye in a magazine long ago.  This all 

goes back to my first bit of advise to pick something that is interesting to YOU.  There is no judging in 

the WBC, or points for impressing others.  The WBC is a challenge you win by doing. 

Monthly Meanderings by Bruce Tharpe, Club President  

continues... 

òItõs a new idea - you build it yourself.ó 

 



Bruce  

Meanderings  ...continued 

Where to Start Looking  

Ultimately, you will need to start digging in 

and looking for a suitable project.  Donõt 

overlook our friends at Alõs Cycle and 

Hobbies in Medford.  They have a few kits 

on the wall still, and plenty of advice for 

the asking. 

If you are new to building, I recommend 

picking a relatively modern kit from 

established outfits like Sig, Balsa USA, or 

Great Planes.  There are some very good 

smaller kit makers like BMJR, Stevens, and 

Mountain Models . 

For a little more of a challenge, more 

selection, and lower prices, you could start 

with a short kit from LazerWorks or 

Manzano.  If you start with a short kit (or 

just plans) and find yourself needing balsa 

sticks and sheets, give me a call to see if I 

might have what you need in my shop.  

You donõt have to start with a brand new 

kit.  There are hundreds of kits for sale at 

any given moment on auction sites like 

eBay or the classifieds sections of RCGroups 

and RCUniverse. 

Iõm honestly trying to avoid self promotion 

here, but there is a very good web portal 

on my website with lots of info and links 

for Vintage R/C Resources. 

Iõm all fired up just writing about all this 

stuff.  The possibilities seem endless.  Try to 

avoid paralysis by analysis, pick something 

fun, clear your workbench, and start gluing.  

Oops, forgot to mention you should read 

the instructions, twice, before gluing! 

 

 

* If you must know, it was Doug McKee  

D`fkd Dxd - - - Nardqu`shnmr eqnl 
`qntmc sgd bkta 

Jason Snyder is definitely one of the clubôs quietest members, but he 

is also one of the most talented.   He always seems to build fun sport 

models, finishes them well, and flies up a storm.  Hereôs Jason a 

couple of months ago with his Ace 4-60 Bipe, a classic design from 

Doc Matthews.  Hey Jason, hope you build something for the WBC! 

During a lull in the action at the VRCS event, Dan Dirksen allowed 

Ye Olde Editor the honor of test flying his new Delta Vortex.  Once he 

got the OS .75AX to settle in, the flight went off like clockwork.  It has 

actually been a number of years since I last flew a DV, but itôs smooth 

flight characteristics made it feel like an old, familiar friend.  And the 

special color scheme made it pretty easy to see, even through smoke. 

http://www.sigmfg.com/
http://shop.balsausa.com/
http://www.greatplanes.com/
http://www.bmjrmodels.com/
http://www.stevensaero.com/
http://www.mountainmodels.com/
http://lazer-works.com/main.html
http://www.manzanolaser.com/
https://www.ebay.com/sch/RC-Model-Vehicles-Kits/182181/i.html?_from=R40&_nkw=model+airplane+kits+radio+control
https://www.rcgroups.com/aircraft-fuel-airplanes-fs-w-38/?daysprune=365&prefixid=For_Sale_def_
http://www.rcuniverse.com/market/category.cfm?ready=kit&catID=1
http://www.btemodels.com/vintage-resources.html


¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ±w/{ Cƭȅ-Lƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƳƻƪƛƴƎΩ ƘƻǘΗ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ 

ǎŀȅ ǘŜƳǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇƭŜ ŘƛƎƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ 

ǿŀǎ ōƭŀƴƪŜǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƳƻƪŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛƭŘŬǊŜǎΦ  {ǝƭƭΣ 

ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ŘƻȊŜƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ w/ ŦŀƴŀǝŎǎ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ 

ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƘƻǘΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ǳǇ ŜŀǊƭȅ ōƻǘƘ Řŀȅǎ 

ŀƴŘ Ǝƻǘ ōǳǎȅ ƅȅƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

ǉǳƛǘŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘΦ  !ƊŜǊ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ 

ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƻǘΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǾƻǝƴƎΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ƻǇŜƴ ƅȅƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘ 

ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊ ƻƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ 

*=MzGB7>z 2.Ʋ/ "JN-;K 

Vintage RC at Agate Skyways 
  A Return to Yesteryear 
9±9b¢ w9thw¢ .¸ .w¦/9 ¢I!wt9Σ 9±9b¢ /5 

hǳǊ ƎǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ ƘƻƴƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ-ƪƴƻǿƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ƎǳǊǳ 

/ŀƭ hǊǊΦ  /ŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ aŀǊŎƛŀΣ ƅŜǿ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 

ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜ ǎǘǳũŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΦ  IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŎƪƛŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ 

ǎǘǳŶƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŎŀǊΦ  IŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ 

Yǿƛƪ-Cƭƛ LLLǎΣ ŀ tƘƛƭ YǊŀƊ ŘŜǎƛƎƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƅŜǿ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ 

ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǿ-ƪŜȅ ǾƛƴǘŀƎŜ ǇŀǧŜǊƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  LƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎƭȅΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ 

ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ - ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻǿ ŜƴƎƛƴŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǿƴ-ƻũ 

ŎȅƭƛƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǝŎ ƭƻƻƪΦ  /ŀƭ ŀƴŘ aŀǊŎƛŀ 

ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŬŜƭŘΣ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  {ŀƛŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΗ 

Cal Orr, Winner of the Vintage Spirit Award and Class III Pattern 

ǇƘƻǘƻ ōȅ tŀǘ 5ǳƴƭŀǇ 

ǇƘƻǘƻ ōȅ tŀǘ 5ǳƴƭŀǇ 

Click photo for info on Cal¥s Click photo for info on Cal¥s 
vintage radio 2.4 conversionsvintage radio 2.4 conversions  

The Saturday Group - Relaxed and Ready 

http://www.calorr.com/


/ƭŀǎǎ LL ǇŀǧŜǊƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊΣ ǊǳŘŘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 

ǘƘǊƻǧƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴŜǳǾŜǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƭƻƻǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΣ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎΦ  hƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ ŀǧŜƳǇǘŜŘ /ƭŀǎǎ LLΣ 

ŀƴŘ WŜǎǎ ²ŀƭƭǎ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ  Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƛŎŜ ǘƻ 

ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ /ƭŀǎǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

5ƻǳƎ aŎYŜŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƅȅƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ όǘƻ ƘƛƳύ .ŀƭǎŀ ¦{! tƘŀŜǘƻƴ 

фл ōƛǇƭŀƴŜΣ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴŘ ƅƻǿƴ ōȅ YŜǾƛƴ tŀǊƪŜǊΦ 

wƻƎŜǊ aƛǎǘŜǊŜƪ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ hǊŜƎƻƴ /ƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻǿΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǘǿƻ ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊ слǎΣ ŀ WƻŜ .ǊƛŘƛ 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ wƻƎŜǊΩǎ ²ŀȅŦŀǊŜǊ ōƛǇƭŀƴŜΣ ǘƻǇ ƭŜƊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ 

wƻƴΩǎ bƻōƭŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƛƴ tƛƭƻǘΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ ǾƻǝƴƎ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŭƴŀƭƭȅ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ   

tƛƭƻǘΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ 

±ƻǘŜ ¢ŀƭƭȅΥ 

C¸LΣ ǇƭŀƴŜǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƅȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

tƛƭƻǘΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ 

!ǿŀǊŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ 

ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ 

ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŘƛƻΦ 

[ƻƴƎ-ǝƳŜ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊ 5ŀƴ 5ƛǊƪǎŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǊŀǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŬŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊǳǎǘȅ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ /ƻƴǘŜƴŘŜǊΣ ŀ 5ŀǾŜ tƭŀǧ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ 

¢ƻǇ-CƭƛƎƘǘΦ  .ȅ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ±w/{ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ 5ŀǾŜΩǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘŜƳŜ tƭŀƴŜ ŦƻǊ нлмуΦ  ! ƭŀǎŜǊ-Ŏǳǘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƪƛǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

ŦǊƻƳ [ŀȊŜǊ²ƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ¢ŜȄŀǎΦ 

Special Thanks:  Jay Strickland. Tim Agee, Jerry Stinson, Larry 
Masten, Bruce Tharpe Sr., Jack Shaffer, and Richard DiMartini 

Pilot¥s Choice Winner 

Ron Kelso¥sRon Kelso¥s  
R/C NoblerR/C Nobler  

Class II Pattern Class II Pattern 
WinnerWinner  

Jess Walls¥ Jess Walls¥ 
Junior FalconJunior Falcon  

wƻƴ YŜƭǎƻ wκ/ bƻōƭŜǊ ом 

[ŀǊǊȅ aȅŜǊǎ tƛŎŀ 5ǳŜƭƭƛǎǘ нт 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ 5ƛaŀǊǝƴƛ {ǘŜǊƭƛƴƎ t-со нт 

/ŀƭ hǊǊ Yǿƛƪ-Cƭƛ LLL Ім нп 

5ƻǳƎ aŎYŜŜ tƘŀŜǘƻƴ фл нп 

WŀŎƪ {ƘŀũŜǊ !ǎǘǊƻ-IƻƎ нл 

/ŀƭ hǊǊ Yǿƛƪ-Cƭƛ LLL Ін мр 

tƘƛƭ .ŀŜƘƴŜ {ƛƎ wȅŀƴ {¢! мо 

2018 VRCS 2018 VRCS 
Theme PlaneTheme Plane  

TopTop--Flite ContenderFlite Contender  

ǇƘƻǘƻ ōȅ wŀƻǳƭ {ŀƭŜƳǇƘƻǘƻ ōȅ wŀƻǳƭ {ŀƭŜƳ  

*=MzGB7>z 2.Ʋ/ "JN-;K 

http://lazer-works.com/main.html


This yearõs annual pattern contest did not disappoint. For those who are not familiar, this event is three contests rolled into one. It is 
the Medford Pattern Classic contest. It is also the Championship Contest that closes out the season for District 8 (Northwest US.) And 

it is the Rumble On The Rogue shootout with our brethren from California. We had 37 registered pilots as of Saturday morning. There 
were three last minute drop-outs but the total number of contestants still made for the largest pattern contest in the Northwest 

District of the US in at least the last ten years. Flyers arrived from as far away as Bakersfield, Salt Lake City, WA, ID and all over 
Oregon. And we found that they brought their A games as they hoisted the Rumble trophy before loading into their rigs for the trip 
back to California. Wait õtil next year guys. 

Competitions donõt run themselves, lots of moving parts. Sincere thanks to Sean Mersh whose background and experience were 
invaluable in managing the judging matrix. Paul and Joyce Chapman, the all important cashier job at registration. Ray Wasson Jr., 

Scott Hudson and Jerry Stinson worked their tails off in getting the boundary marker signs painted and the runway chalked. John 
Buford for clean restrooms and the team who had the field in immaculate condition. At the end of the contest several of our new- 

comers came up to me and said they already had this contest on their calendars for next year. Agate Skyways is making a name for 
itself. And Super thanks to Larry Cogdell for the outstanding photos. 

That said, the Southern Oregon flyers were well represented. We had a total of twelve pilots registered from the Medford and Grants 
Pass clubs and the scoring was tight in many cases. A quick run-down: 

Sportsman 

John Gaines - First Place 
Ray Wasson Jr. - Second Place (behind John by 15 points) 
Jess Walls - Sixth Place 
Lamar Hanson - Seventh Place (Grants Pass club) 
Clark Wolf - Eighth Place 

Intermediate 
Tim Agee - First Place 

Jerry Stinson - Third Place (top three separated by 50 points) 
Scott Hudson - Seventh Place 
Ray Wasson Sr. - Tenth Place 

Paul Chapman - Eleventh Place 

Advanced 
Fourth Place - Jay Strickland 

Masters 
Sean Mersh - Third Place 
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