


Monthly Meanderings by Bruce Tharpe, Club President

And Then There Were Blue Skies

As predicted, the smoke has cleared, leaving us with some
fantastic flying conditions for
holds until our Fun Fly/Potluck event coming up on October

21st . Candt wait to see who wr
from | ast yeard6s winner, um, er |
winner - must not have done much bragging.*

Winter Build Challenge - Picking a Project

So this WBC thing is catching on. We already have a good handful of entries (see a list later in this
newsletter). The guys who have thrown their hats in the ring so far are mostly hard-core builders

who you might expect to jump at any chance to glue some balsa. Now what we need are some

fencesi tters, guys who think they want to give it

Well, you start by picking a project. Brilliant, right? But this might actually be the most fun part of

the entire process, aside from seeing your creation take to the skies for the first time. My best advice

is to pick something that is truly interesting and exciting to you. Building a plane takes time and

patience, so the plane needs to be something that will hold your interest from start to finish. If you
pick a kit because itds on sale, or i f somebody
mi ght not be your best choice. I f the finished
good chance it will never be finished.

Another factor to consider is the complexity of the design. Remember, this project will be test flown

next April. Thatds about half a year away, but
t hink. Be realistic. F r -aimple ldgsign ahd@et it doretintirme for thee ey
mai den flight party than see you pick something

whole point of this is to show that building a model can be fun and relaxing.

| highly recommend building something that can be flown in one or more of our many club events

once the WBC is over. Selfishly, | love it when guys pick vintage RC models because that means more
entries in the VRCS flyin. But maybe you always

wanted a scale model, or a big bird, or even a new
seaplane (add wheels for tt
forget our airshow - new acts are always welcome.

Sometimes |1 dve picked proj e
holds a bit of personal nostalgia. Maybe it was
something | built in my younger days, or something

Ry, dad flew back in the day
that caught my eye in a magazine long ago. This all

goes back to my first bit of advise to pick something that is interesting to YOU. There is no judging in

the WBC, or points for impressing others. The WBC is a challenge you win by doing.

continues...



Meanderings ...continued

Where to Start Looking

Ultimately, you will need to start digging in
and | ooking for a su
overl ook our friends
Hobbies in Medford. They have a few kits
on the wall still, and plenty of advice for

the asking.

If you are new to building, | recommend
picking a relatively modern kit from
established outfits likeSig Balsa USAor
Great Planes There are some very good
smaller kit makers likeBMJR, Stevensand
Mountain Models .

For a little more of a challenge, more
selection, and lower prices, you could start
with a short kit from LazerWorksor
Manzano. If you start with a short kit (or
just plans) and find yourself needing balsa
sticks and sheets, give me a call to see if |
might have what you need in my shop.

You dondt have to st
kit. There are hundreds of kits for sale at
any given moment on auction sites like
eBayor the classifieds sections oRCGroups
and RCUniverse

Il dm honestly trying
here, but there is a very good web portal
on my website with lots of info and links
for Vintage R/C Resources

Il &dm all fired up jus
stuff. The possibilities seem endless. Try to
avoid paralysis by analysis, pick something
fun, clear your workbench, and start gluing.
Oops, forgot to mention you should read

the instructions, twice, before gluing!

Brucé
—

* If you must know, it was Doug McKee
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http://www.sigmfg.com/
http://shop.balsausa.com/
http://www.greatplanes.com/
http://www.bmjrmodels.com/
http://www.stevensaero.com/
http://www.mountainmodels.com/
http://lazer-works.com/main.html
http://www.manzanolaser.com/
https://www.ebay.com/sch/RC-Model-Vehicles-Kits/182181/i.html?_from=R40&_nkw=model+airplane+kits+radio+control
https://www.rcgroups.com/aircraft-fuel-airplanes-fs-w-38/?daysprune=365&prefixid=For_Sale_def_
http://www.rcuniverse.com/market/category.cfm?ready=kit&catID=1
http://www.btemodels.com/vintage-resources.html

Vintage RC at Agate Skyways
A Return to
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http://www.calorr.com/
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http://lazer-works.com/main.html
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This year6s annual pattern contest did notdonedliiss ap
the Medford Pattern Classic contest. It is also the Championship Contest that closes out the sddSpAridr Distr
it is the Rumble On The Rogue shootout with our brethren from California. We had 37 registeredaogs as of
were three last minutedteput the total number of contestants still made for the largest pattern contest in the
District of the US in at least the last ten years. Flyers arrived from as far away as Bakersfiedd ,dsalt Lake City,
Oregon. And we found that they brought their A games as they hoisted the Rumble trophy beforerpading int
back to California. Wait otil next year guys.

Competitions dono6ét run themselves, | ots of movin
invaluable in managing the judging matrix. Paul and Joyce Chapman, the all important cashier j@ib at registra
Scott Hudson and Jerry Stinson worked their tails off in getting the boundary marker signs paintaa and the rt
Buford for clean restrooms and the team who had the field in immaculate condition. At the end efxthe contest
comers came up to me and said they already had this contest on their calendars for next year. Agéte Skywa
itself. And Super thanks to Larry Cogdell for the outstanding photos.

That said, the Southern Oregon flyers were well represented. We had a total of twelve pilots re@issteed from
Pass clubs and the scoring was tight in many casgswA:quick run

Sportsman
John Gainésrst Place

Ray WassonSecond Place (behind John by 15 points)
Jess WaltSixth Place

Lamar Hans@&@eventh Place (Grants Pass club)
Clark WoHighth Place

Intermediate

Tim Ageéirst Place
Jerry Stinsarhird Place (top three separated by 50 points)
Scott Hudsd®eventh Place
Ray Wasson Benth Place
Paul Chapmé&teventh Place

Advanced
Fourth Placgay Strickland

Masters
Sean Mershhird Place




