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ISSUES . | found both the wing

by Jack Shaffer and nose gear

So, on the Friday of the VRCS NorthwesinFIBruce Flight Contender kit ;V
Tharpe's great event, | somehow got involved with & be quite stout, A
conversation about landing gear. You know, those

things we attach our wheels to. A few of us had pulld§ nose and fusel
up chairs to enjoy the beautiful day, the classic mounting of the gea
airplanes on display and bragging rights for airpland® the Balsa USA 40+
that only remain as memories. The folks involved ir$tcir(fi§was old schoo -
group discussion will remain nameless, but I'm sureTB? tires should wej
the time you reach the end of this story, you will all ©ut Pefore the gear
admit to possibly being one of this group. does.

First, | will say in defense of myself that I told this effly 'SSue is that we

panel that | make mental notes of what is said in th&ge our planes ho pa—
group discussions and will use whatever is said in rjﬁ&/bagS for various

future stories. Let's move on to the gelawn story, 'SSUeS, like landing
There was a strong opinion that when we take one $fOrt Of the runway,

our airplanes home in a big black trash bag, it is duB3tery failure, wheefs ,
a landing gear problem. Some felt that the fault ljeSollar set screw loose and wheel departs aircraft. Come

with the manufacturer. | now quote one of this grOLFH." we have all seen one of those round objects falling

"All they do is drill a couple of holes in some hardwdGi the departed airplane. Hinge failure, tail feather
blocks to stick in the landing wire." gives up the ship. Here is my very own favorite. | forgot

to tighten the screws that hold on the carburetor. Yep,

Well, | took issue with this line of thinking and what goes up will come down if it is not getting fuel.
suggested that quite possibly there were other reasons

that their favorite planes were going home in plasti®¥ | Peat that issue to
bags. | looked into the method landing gear is attadifh- H.owev_er, when
to some of my airplanes and found them to be up t§§fgarching this topic a

task of getting my airplanes back to the hangar in ot Internet, 1 did find ,
piece. some photos of planes i\

headed to the big black
The Bruce Tharpe Venture 60 is well done and witfbglé and | don't think ari

those 60s out
here flying, job
well done Bruce

of them are to be blamd

on failed landing gear
mounting. Yes | have SEEES
My Hog Bipe is brought my own share fissss
similar to the  planes home with me. *‘M
Venture 60. I'm

sure it will bnmshmtdr - - -

VENTURE 60




|SS U ES . This astute "wily"

group proceeded t(
Nose gear up and a little wing rash. Don't you just liseuss the
that name?C — | markings on my
plane. | preferto
call it "nitpicking"”. ===
OK, so they were [§
critiquing it.

W=~ ¢+ o iy

Looks like a misse
runway to meD

They explained to
the markings shoul
be viewed from the
tail of the plane.
There was much,
much discussion on this subject, not so much about
the technical part of the markings on planes as it was
to while away the time. I'm sure you know who most of
these characters are and know they enjoyed the day at
the mall.

2 photo was that he

was taking home a pile of yellow wiood.

Once again | sensed this subject required some
investigation, not that | am one to challenge the
knowledge and wisdom of a group of Eagles. | could not
'F1d a hard and fast rule as to what direction marking

Wow!! | am really on a roll. Let me unload my othd _ N _
issue. The issue is the correct direction for markingqc.ntfﬁurpl"’lnes should gmodel, military, commercial or

be applied to aircraft. Should they be legible as viewgﬁr' However, | did find photos that would reflect the
T o= o i '

from the nose of the plane, or from the tail? This : e | manner of |nstallat|o_n.

subject came up during the National Model Aviatio So, in the future, | will

at the Rogue Valley Mall. Let me set the stage for Ta" in line and c?orrectly
what occurred install my markings.

{ MAL{FSIH%)W! 4’.’ i

As usual | must getin 3
parting shot. Many
people visited our display during the day and lots of

As the day wound down, Larry Cogdell's minions wfe%fs passed by my Oregon Duck Venture 60. Not a

tired and weary. To pass the remaining time, the g?&% said anything about my markings. All I heard was

gathered around my BTE Oregon Duck Venture 60'.'G°°°° Ducks". ~ Jack Shaffer
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The first official control line Rogue Eagles event was held at the

Cal Ripken baseball field #8 at the Jackson County Sports Park.

We were part of an international event organized by the

i Brotherhood of the Ring8 On those 2 days people thr
the world fly one of the Ringmaster designs.

The Ringmaster dates back to 1950 and was an advanced

aerobatic airplane designed by Matt Kania and marketed by

Sterling Models. Since then the design has evolved into several

variants and has been kitted by many companies. Baby, Jr,

Super, Imperial, biplane, and 7 others are all allowed in the

Flyathon. Authenticity is not requiréde intent is to honor " o . ‘oA - .
o _ _ _ I yAGBItAT Salddzy i SNBSS Ay Of dzR.

the original design and designer. And it's fun!

There were 12 pilots who showed up, all Rogue Eagle members,

with 8 airplanes, 5 of which were Ringmasters. Only 3 of the

Ringmasters flew, but 5 pilots flew a total of 9 qualifying flights.

Most pilots found that going around in circles makes you dizzy.
Several fell down (good thing we were on a grass field!) and
several airplanes were crashed. No real major damage, again
partly due to the grass field, but also because control line
airplanes are pretty tough. No pilot damage either. All who fell

down laughed about it and left with smiles.
bnmshmtdr---11FNWS& DAfY2NB AYLNSaaSR SgS



