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By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . Throttle Up!

The Political Turkey
Hmmm, I think that title should represent some sensational news media outlet.
It would be fitting! Alright, I’m trying to keep politics out of my message as it
usually offers no benefit to our club, but you got to admit it’s been a crazy few
months between a couple of turkeys leading up to our national election!
Ironically, just like our national election date, our club officer elections will also
be held November 8th during our General Meeting (but without the turkeys, of course! ) To give you an
update, the following club members have accepted nominations for the Officer positions:
President . . . VACANT
Vice President . . . Ray Wasson
Secretary . . . Jess Walls
Treasurer . . . Roger Hebner
What’s interesting about our pending club election is that all officer nominations (with the exception of
President), are currently uncontested. To me, that either means our club members are disengaged, or our
club members are content and encouraged with the direction of the club over the years. I’m hoping for
the latter. I can say with certainty the gentleman who have accepted officer nominations are experienced
and will continue the legacy and direction of our club.
Did you noticed a big “VACANT” next to the President nomination? If you haven’t heard already, I am
stepping down as club President yet no one’s stepping up to fill my shoes, so far. Let me ask you, why is the
Presidential nomination vacant? Our club has over 170 talented members with diverse backgrounds and
skill sets including leadership. So why is the Presidential nomination still vacant?
I think it comes down to a single word: fear.
Fear is terrible word. It’s a word that describes my own personal questions and concerns when I was asked
to run for President two years ago. Heck, I never served as a club Officer before, so why me? I didn’t know
Robert’s Rules (I still don’t know them), so why me? I didn’t know past club or AMA initiatives - again, why
me? I could go on and on about my own trepidations down to the simple
details such as asking Jay for his assistance making coffee during my first
general meeting.
In the end, I put my own fear aside and accepted the nomination of
President knowing the following:
I do not, nor will I ever know everything about our club including members,
prior initiatives, history or legacy in order to preside. As it turned out, I
learned exactly what I needed from our members. I also realized our
members do not expect perfection from club leadership; rather leadership
accepting suggestions, guidance, and offering assistance. With the club’s
support, my narrow-minded “why me” excuses quickly dwindled with the
continues...

...continued

knowledge, help, support, and friendship provided by each of you. Thank you.
So whether you may be thinking about running for President or contesting any other officer position either
this term or sometime in the future, let me know and know this: our members will help you succeed. It’s
how we do thing around here!
See you at the club elections,

Calvin

Radio Failure? A Cautionary Tale…
by Larry Masten

Members: Just a friendly reminder, it's Winter time
which brings high winds; this plays havoc with the
equipment at our field. Please endeavor to put the
chairs behind the steel fenced area by the tables or in
the Tx impound area when you’re finished flying.

Things have gotten so good since the 2.4 radios took over, we
now think it is bullet proof.
Bad habits have set in, and of course, when, ( not if ) the
disaster strikes, the radio is a piece of junk, and the factory cut
corners. Dump the radio and get something else. Maybe yes maybe no! 72 AND 2.4 both have strong points, but both
( and other frequencies ) have the same radio rules.
An interesting thing happened at the field. Very good lesson in
the school of hard knocks. A young man with a Radian motor
glider. I watched him do a real range check, before flying. Not
the usual 30 paces, but farther. Everything was rock solid.
It impressed me, because I hadn't seen more than five range
checks at the field in the past year. Shame -Shame! Yep - I'm
guilty too.
Short flight. When he made the first turn, lost radio control
and down it went. Lady luck was with him, and the plane had
only minor damage, but still flyable. What happened?
With a wild guess, we decided to do a 360 degree range check.
Set the plane on the ground, and walked around it at range
check distance. Low and behold, there was about a 30 degree
place in the circle with a dead spot. He moved one of the
antenna wires in the plane a bit and the problem was solved.
Not a radio failure- an antenna problem. Something, probably
the battery, was blocking the signal.
For those of you who don't fly sailplanes. When they are
designed, they lay out the equipment needed to go inside.
They measure very carefully to determine the size of the
fuselage and then reduce the size to half. Cramming the stuff
inside is a nightmare.

Just Ramblings, I Have

ISSUES...
by Jack Shaffer
So, on the Friday of the VRCS Northwest Fly-In, Bruce
Tharpe's great event, I somehow got involved with a
conversation about landing gear. You know, those
things we attach our wheels to. A few of us had pulled
up chairs to enjoy the beautiful day, the classic
airplanes on display and bragging rights for airplanes
that only remain as memories. The folks involved in this
group discussion will remain nameless, but I'm sure by
the time you reach the end of this story, you will all
admit to possibly being one of this group.
First, I will say in defense of myself that I told this elite
panel that I make mental notes of what is said in these
group discussions and will use whatever is said in my
future stories. Let's move on to the gear-down story.
There was a strong opinion that when we take one of
our airplanes home in a big black trash bag, it is due to
a landing gear problem. Some felt that the fault lies
with the manufacturer. I now quote one of this group.
"All they do is drill a couple of holes in some hardwood
blocks to stick in the landing wire."
Well, I took issue with this line of thinking and
suggested that quite possibly there were other reasons
that their favorite planes were going home in plastic
bags. I looked into the method landing gear is attached
to some of my airplanes and found them to be up to the
task of getting my airplanes back to the hangar in one
piece.

handle many landings
in the future.
I found both the wing
and nose gear
installation on my Top
Flight Contender kit
to be quite stout.
The nose and fuselage
mounting of the gear
in the Balsa USA 40
Stick was old school.
The tires should wear
out before the gear
does.

HOG BIPE

CONTENDER

My issue is that we
take our planes home
in bags for various
issues, like landing
STICK 40
short of the runway,
battery failure, wheel
collar set screw loose and wheel departs aircraft. Come
on, we have all seen one of those round objects falling
from the departed airplane. Hinge failure, tail feather
gives up the ship. Here is my very own favorite. I forgot
to tighten the screws that hold on the carburetor. Yep,
what goes up will come down if it is not getting fuel.

Ok, I beat that issue to
death. However, when
researching this topic on
the Internet, I did find
some photos of planes
headed to the big black
The Bruce Tharpe Venture 60 is well done and with all
bag and I don't think any
those 60s out
of them are to be blamed
here flying, job
on failed landing gear
well done Bruce. mounting. Yes I have
My Hog Bipe is brought my own share of
similar to the
planes home with me.
Venture 60. I'm
VENTURE 60
sure it will
continues...
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Nose gear up and a little wing rash. Don't you just love
that name? 
Looks like a missed
runway to me. 

My favorite. The
caption with this
photo was that he
was taking home a pile of yellow wood. 

This astute "wily"
group proceeded to
discuss the
markings on my
plane. I prefer to
call it "nitpicking".
OK, so they were
critiquing it.
They explained to me
the markings should
be viewed from the
tail of the plane.
There was much,
much discussion on this subject, not so much about
the technical part of the markings on planes as it was
to while away the time. I'm sure you know who most of
these characters are and know they enjoyed the day at
the mall.

Once again I sensed this subject required some
investigation, not that I am one to challenge the
knowledge and wisdom of a group of Eagles. I could not
find a hard and fast rule as to what direction marking
Wow!! I am really on a roll. Let me unload my other
issue. The issue is the correct direction for markings to on airplanes should go - model, military, commercial or
be applied to aircraft. Should they be legible as viewed other. However, I did find photos that would reflect the
manner of installation.
from the nose of the plane, or from the tail? This
So, in the future, I will
subject came up during the National Model Aviation Day
fall in line and correctly
at the Rogue Valley Mall. Let me set the stage for
install my markings.
what occurred...
MALL SHOW

As usual I must get in a
parting shot. Many
people visited our display during the day and lots of
folks passed by my Oregon Duck Venture 60. Not a
As the day wound down, Larry Cogdell's minions were
tired and weary. To pass the remaining time, the group soul said anything about my markings. All I heard was
"Goooo Ducks".
gathered around my BTE Oregon Duck Venture 60.
~ Jack Shaffer

International
Text by Jess Walls
Photos by Pat Walls
and Bruce Tharpe

Jess Wells holds up a custom T-shirt
presented to him by Phil Baehne

The first official control line Rogue Eagles event was held at the
Cal Ripken baseball field #8 at the Jackson County Sports Park.
We were part of an international event organized by the
“Brotherhood of the Ring” On those 2 days people throughout
the world fly one of the Ringmaster designs.
The Ringmaster dates back to 1950 and was an advanced
aerobatic airplane designed by Matt Kania and marketed by
Sterling Models. Since then the design has evolved into several
variants and has been kitted by many companies. Baby, Jr,
Super, Imperial, biplane, and 7 others are all allowed in the
Fly-a-thon. Authenticity is not required - the intent is to honor
the original design and designer. And it's fun!

A nice line-up of stunters, including one electric.

There were 12 pilots who showed up, all Rogue Eagle members,
with 8 airplanes, 5 of which were Ringmasters. Only 3 of the
Ringmasters flew, but 5 pilots flew a total of 9 qualifying flights.
Most pilots found that going around in circles makes you dizzy.
Several fell down (good thing we were on a grass field!) and
several airplanes were crashed. No real major damage, again
partly due to the grass field, but also because control line
airplanes are pretty tough. No pilot damage either. All who fell
down laughed about it and left with smiles.
continues...

Harvey Gilmore impressed everybody with his CL skills!

...continued

The most spectacular tumble was by our own Bruce Tharpe. Bruce flew his second flight a little
longer than his first and began to get dizzy. He did a half loop and began to fly inverted in order
to stop going in counter clockwise circles. That didn't work as intended and the sudden reversal
of direction completely disoriented him. He fell on his back, managed to do another half loop to

Down goes Ye Olde Editor

upright and “land” after another half lap with only minor damage. The landing was not graceful unless you realize he was flying
between his feet, all while on his back! We who were watching were silent and worried that he was hurt because he was still
on his back and shaking. Then we heard the laughter….
A good first control line event for the Rogue Eagles and we will do it again next year!
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More Ringmaster info:
 Ringmaster S-1 Kit by Brodak (.15 - .40)
 Ringmaster Jr. Kit by Brodak (.09 - .19)
 Super Ringmaster Kit by MSM Planes
 Free Plans - Ringmaster S-1 (the classic!)
 Free Plans - Baby Ringmaster (.049)
 Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon Group on Facebook
 Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon Detailed Results

Aviation Community Mourns Loss of Flying Legend, Bob Hoover
Hoover’s natural piloting skills would help him survive many scrapes in airplanes. He was shot
down in a malfunctioning Spitfire off the coast of France in 1944 and taken prisoner by the
Germans. He escaped the prison after 16 months, stealing a German Fw 190 and flying it to the
Netherlands to safety.
Hoover became famed test pilot Chuck Yeager’s backup
pilot on the Bell X-1 supersonic flight test project.
Hoover flew chase in a Lockheed P-80 during Yeager’s
first Mach 1 flight, but he never got a chance to fly the
X-1. Instead, he was put out of commission for several
months after he ejected out of a burning F-84 during a
test flight.

1922-2016

Read more about this famous test pilot and airshow performer on the AOPA website.

CLUB FUN FLY & POT LUCK LUNCH

S

aturday morning Oct. 22 at Agate Skyways, the dawn
broke a little grey but dry and very calm. Thirteen
Rogue Eagles signed up to see who would be the
Club’s Top Gun for 2016. There were some crazy
events that had some great flight (and Taxi) performances
overshadowed by a pair of stingy dice. When the smoke
and balsa splinters
cleared, the overall
champion was Doug
“Kamikazee” McKee
who displayed
absolute dedication
to the bombing
mission by using his
aircraft to destroy a
secondary target
after he had dropped his bombload! Doug also displayed
rare skill with a hole in one in the golfing portion. Coming
in a close second
was our esteemed President,
Calvin Emigh who flew very
consistently but was bit by the
aforementioned dice. Calvin, we
suggest you skip Seven Feathers!
Third Fourth place went to Paul
Starks who proved “It ain’t what
you fly but how you fly it!” Up to the minute news update!: There was a
scoring error, third place actually went to Jerry Stinson. The scores must
have been originally tabulated by someone who Jerry beat in the Pylon
racing (does not narrow it down much!) Seriously the CD needs a math
lesson… Hey Lindsey, where are you when I need you! Jerry was also the
“Ace Bombardier”, in itself a prestigious award! This year’s event required some golfing (sic) skills and it was
apparent that the majority have not been at the course lately. We are still
wondering where Bruce T.’s bomb went? Sorry about blowing up your
shopping mall! (military humor) The highlight of the event was the
spectacular (as usual!) Pot Luck provided by and for our hungry members.
Thank you to all club members and especially the Significant others. The
amount and variety of foods and desserts were decadent indeed! Stay tuned
for next year’s end-of-season event as the tasks seem to get more diabolical
and lady luck is always involved. Rumor has it that some helium balloons
will be involved in next year’s shenanigans. A special thank you to Pat
“Gourmet Chef” Dunlap, also my right hand men, Calvin E. and Larry C.
You guys are always there and we wouldn’t be able to do it without you!
See you in 2017. Strickdog

More from the

FUN FLY & POT LUCK

PLACE

BARREL RACE TXI 7/11

DICE/ROOPS/SPOT LAND

BOMB DROP GOLF

OVERALL

1

Doug Mc Kee

Tim Agee

Jerry Stinson

Doug McKee

2

Larry Cogdell

Calvin Emigh

Doug McKee

Calvin Emigh

3

Calvin Emigh

Doug McKee

Paul Starks

Jerry Stinson

4

Paul Starks

Jerry Stinson

Tyler Johnson

Paul Starks

5

Bruce Tharpe

Cliff Sands

Chuck Ammerman

Tim Agee (T-5)

6

Ron McElliot

Ron McElliot

Larry Maerz

Bruce Tharpe (T-5)

7

Tyler Johnson

Bruce Tharpe

Calvin Emigh

Ron McElliot (T-7)

8

Jerry Stinson

Chuck Ammerman

Tim Agee

Larry Cogdell (T-7)

9

Chuck Ammerman

Larry Cogdell

Cliff Sands

Tyler Johnson (T-9)

10

Tim Agee

Paul Starks

Ron McElliot

Chuck Ammerman (T-9)
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Club Info Page
For information about the club, how to join,
past newsletters, photos, and much more,
please visit the Rogue Eagles website.
www.rogue-eagles.org

Club Merchandise
These items are usually
available at the meetings.
For more info, call Phil
Baehne at 541-727-7059

Meeting Information
Officers and Staff
Click on any name to send email

The next two General Membership Meetings
are scheduled for

President
Calvin Emigh 541-951-5055

Tuesday 7pm, November 8, 2016

Vice President
Ray Wasson 541-855-7541

There is no General Meeting in December

Secretary
Larry Cogdell 541-840-1514
Treasurer
Ray Wasson, Jr. 541-973-7139
Board Members at Large
Tom Everts 541-944-2843
John Gaines 541-951-1947
Larry Maerz 541-826-4536

Tuesday 7pm, January 10, 2017

We meet at the Central Point Senior Center,
123 N 2nd Street in Central Point.
Click here for directions

Seen at the October Meeting

Safety Coordinator
Jay Strickland 541-830-7976
Event Coordinator
Rich DeMartini 541-245-9858
Newsletter Editor
Bruce Tharpe 541-582-1708
Public Relations
Larry Cogdell 541-840-1514
Webmaster
Larry Cogdell 541-840-1514
Chief Flight Instructor
Jess Walls 707-845-2833

You might recall that John Gaines lost his giant
scale B-25 earlier this year when the port engine
flamed out. Well, John is building another biggie,
a P-38, but this time he plans to test the engines
more thoroughly before flying his new twin. So
now he’s building this mid-size Flyin’ King to
serve mainly as a test bed aircraft for his P-38
engines. Span is about 96”, somewhere between
the regular Flyin’ King and the monsterous Super
Flyin’ King. If all goes well, John intends to install
a permanent engine and floats. Nice plane!

Order New-Style (Top)
John Gaines 541-951-1947
Order Old-Style (Bottom)
online nicebadge.com

