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Richard Pekarek showed up at the VRCS Fly-In with this 
unusual scale model, a Woody Pusher.  Richard said he 
actually finished the model three years ago, but had not 
flown it due to concerns about the high thrust line and how 
that would affect handling characteristics.  Well, he test 
flew it at the event and discovered there was nothing to 
worry about!  Here's some more info from Richard himself... 

"The Woody Pusher was a homebuilt design from the 1960's.  
It was designed by engineer Harris L. Woods and based on 
the Curtiss Wright Junior and was one of his favorite 
designs.  My model was based on RCM plan 683 by Bill 
Denson from 1977.  His model was 46" span powered by 
an .049 engine and 3 channel.  I enlarged the plan by 20 
percent to 55" and went to electric power and added 
ailerons.  I was able to put the ESC on top of the wing in the 
"gas tank."  A 3-cell 2200 mAh battery in the front cockpit 
balanced the plane with very little added nose weight.  It 
flies very well.  It will cruise around on low throttle or do 
some aerobatics on high throttle and has a very good glide 
ratio.  I'm very happy with the way it turned out." 



Sniff, Scurry, Hem and Haw 

Have you read about these four characters and their adventurous story of 
gathering cheese within their personal maze?  It’s a book about two little mice 
named Sniff and Scurry and a couple “little people”, Hem and Haw. It’s a simple 
fictional story written by a well-known author, Spencer Johnson and his book, 
“Who Moved My Cheese?” The story describes the character’s relentless 

pursuit of cheese from one cheese station to another only to realize their pursuit of “cheese” represented 
their personal emotion, behavior and finally, acceptance and enjoyment of change within the maze they 
live in. By now, I’m sure you’re asking yourself, “What the heck does a story about two mice have to do with 
our club?” Well, actually a lot as our club is also in the process of change. Keep reading!   

But first, I want to thank each of you for your focus and compliance with our club rules. With your help, we 
enjoyed a fun and safe 2016 flying season not only for our club members but for our neighbors. I’m very 
proud of what our club has accomplished especially when it comes to coaching and embracing safety 
including modification of flight behavior while flying at our field. Be observant and keep coaching, your 
ongoing focus on safety and flight behavior ensures our club’s future!  

Gosh, September was busy! I want to thank Richard DeMartini and all 
the guys who participated in our pylon racing events this year! Like 
every Rogue Eagle event, it takes someone to “step up” and lead  to 
make it all come together, thanks Rich! Speaking of a team, rather 
TEAMWORK; Congratulations to  our community! With your help 
and on our club’s behalf, our Public Relations Officer, Larry Cogdell 
presented a check to the Children’s Miracle Network in the amount 
of $3508! Way to go Eagles, once again we’ve made a difference for 
local children in need! I also want to give a shout out and a big thank 
you to Bruce Tharpe for hosting and all who participated in our 
club’s VRCS Vintage Fly-In. Personally, this is one of my favorite 
events. Although many of the aircraft represent an “era” well before 
my time, the event reminds me of my youth and the excitement of 
model aviation. Thanks Bruce!  

I want to sincerely thank both Ron Patterson and Rick Lindsey for 
their efforts over the past decade developing and managing our 
Rogue Eagles website. Without them, our club website would not 
exist. Thank you, Ron and Rick for all you have accomplished and 
shared with our club members over the years. You are appreciated!   

A few Saturdays ago, I took a trip out to the field during the NSRCA Pattern Contest. I arrived at the field 
to offer Art Kelly assistance but as expected, he had things well covered. With no chores to do, I got a 
chance to just sit, relax, and watch the pilots put their planes through their paces. It also offered an 
opportunity for me to “kick back” with fellow club members and talk about all sorts of stuff from the 

    By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . Throttle Up!Throttle Up!  
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Larry presents the Rogue Eagle’s donation 

of $3508 to Kevin Bendaw, Program 

Officer for the Children’s Miracle Network 

at the Asante Medical Center in Medford. 
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...continued...continued  

Calvin 

contest at hand to the launch of our new 
website, future club direction, fly fishing, 
quadcopter racing videos, spin recovery, 
and past member contributions among 
many other topics. The one common 
theme voiced during my visit with our 
members hinged on current or pending 
change within our club. Much like Sniff, 
Scurry, Hem and Haw, change is upon us 
once again with plenty more to navigate 
moving forward, just as there was every 
year prior and since our club was founded. 
Embrace and celebrate it!  

Don’t forget, it’s election year! Nomination for officers will 

be held during our October and November general meeting 

with officer election at the November general meeting. 

Become engaged and make a difference for our club! 

Ben Musolf  541-608-7240 

Annual Fun Fly and 
Pot Luck 

New Date is 
Saturday, October 15 

Old date was October 8.  No matter, come on out on the 

15th to see what kind of madness Jay Strickland has 

devised for us this year.  Events are for pilots of all skill 

levels and often involve a healthy dose of luck.  Don’t forget 

to bring a side dish for the pot luck.  Need more info?  

Contact Jay Strickland 541-830-7976.  Fun Fly starts at 8am.   

Even if you don’t want to fly, you can at least come out and 

heckle.  This is the club’s final flying event of 2016. 

http://www.planner4u.com/
mailto:flight431@msn.com
mailto:strickdog@q.com


NORTHWEST FLY-IN • • • EVENT REPORT 

VINTAGE RADIO CONTROL SOCIETY 

We  have a TIE!We  have a TIE!  

Jim Lueken 

Simi Valley, CA 

TAURUS 

Jim Spurlock 

Willows, CA 

PERIGEE 

Rick Lindsey AEROMASTER 

We could not have asked for two better days of weather for this year’s Northwest VRCS Fly-In.  During our airshow, temps soared 

into the mid to upper 90s, but just one week later we enjoyed clear skies, light winds, and lower to mid 80s.  And enjoy it, we did!  

Twenty-three registered pilots brought out somewhere near fifty vintage airplanes, all lovingly hand crafted by their builders from 

kits or plans.  These are not checkbook modelers. these are builders who value their time in the shop as much as their time on the 

sticks. They know there is an extra measure of pride and accomplishment that comes with building your own aircraft. 

by Bruce Tharpe, Event CD 

continues... 

THE AWARD WINNERS 

Two Jims, both from California, walked away with top honors in the 
Pilots Choice voting.  Their planes also have an intertwined history, 
both reaching their competitive pinnacles in the year 1962.  That’s when 
Ed Kazmirski, designer and pilot of the Taurus, won the US Nationals 
(NATS) in pattern.  That same year, Tom Brett flew his design, the 

Perigee to victory at the World Championships in England. 

The Vintage Spirit Award is more for a pilot than for an airplane.  This 
year it went to Rick Lindsey who says “Everything I have is vintage!”  

Rick always flies up a storm and lifts the spirits of everyone around him. 



VRCS FLY-IN   ...continued 

Jess Walls fuels his classic Astro-Hog for another flight. 

Planes are lined up each morning for Pilots Choice voting.  After 
that, the field is wide open to fly when you please 

Jim “Taurus Guy” Lueken brought two new planes this year that 
probably deserved more attention than they got. The high-wing 
School Girl, designed by Ken Willard, flies with rudder, elevator, 
and throttle.  The low-wing Lil’ Roughneck flew great with just 
rudder control (no elevator!) and throttle. Both are electric and 
both are covered with lightweight Japanese tissue. 

This DC-3 was built many years ago from a Royal kit and 
features a fully-detailed interior.  Displayed by Phil Baehne. 

Along with his R/C Nobler, Ron Kelso set out the original kit 
box, engine box, and other era-appropriate items.  This kind of 
display is highly encouraged and adds to the flavor of the 
event.  Thank you Ron!  Plane flies great, by the way... 

Pilot Model Points 

Jim Lueken Taurus 27 

Jim Spurlock Perigee 27 

Ron Kelso R/C Nobler 21 

Rich DeMartini Sterling P-51 17 

Rod Elledge Astro-Hog 16 

Phil Baehne DC-3 16 

Dave Johnston Culver Cadet 13 

Jim Lueken ‘Lil Roughneck 7 

MORE PILOTS CHOICE RESULTS 



VRCS FLY-IN   ...continued 

Another out-of-towner was Roger Misterek who drove down 
from Oregon City.  Roger flew this RCM Trainer .60, a Joe Bridi 
design.  He also brought a Wayfarer bipe to display (it wasn’t 
quite ready to fly).  I’m glad that word is getting out about our 
yearly gathering and dedicated, long-time modelers like Roger 
are willing to make the trip to fly with us. 

Here’s a couple of magnificent planes from David Johnston who 
made the trip down from the Sutherlin area.  The Dennyplane 
Junior was a product developed by the early screen actor 
Reginald Denny.  Denny’s company also offered engines (the 
Dennymite) and pioneered early unmanned aircraft.  He even 
had a hobby shop on Hollywood Blvd.  Dave’s scale plane in the 
background is a Culver Cadet built from RCM plans. 

Calvin Emigh made some noise with this Hornet.  Actually, the 
noise was the sweet music of a screaming Cox TeeDee .049.  
Who doesn’t love that?  This is one of my favorites planes 
because I remember flying my dad’s when I was a teenager.  
One of my earliest designs was an enlarged Hornet for .09. 

Cecil’s other plane was this Top Dawg, a Ken Willard design. 

My man Cecil Mead came down from McMinnville again this 
year, and he brought two new planes.  Here he is with a classic 
Das Ugly Stik, perhaps the most popular RC model of all time.  
It was designed by Phil Kraft in 1966 to use as a simple test bed 
for his radio systems.  Cecil enjoyed our event so much last year 
he has started his own VRCS event in McMinnville. 

This elegant, tri-gear Astro-Hog was flown by Rod Elledge. 

Several of these pilots have told me they already have projects 

underway for next year.  If you are looking for ideas, a good 

place to start is the Vintage R/C Resources page on my website: 

http://www.btemodels.com/vintage-resources.html 

http://www.btemodels.com/vintage-resources.html


 

It All Began When….. 

It took me a bit of time to really think about where my love of 

flying began. I remember being very small and watching my Dad 

build his Aero Sport 40. I was pretty young at the time (only in 

first grade), but even then I was fascinated with the pieces and 

the idea that eventually it would take flight. Because my Dad 

travels months at a time with his career he would work on his 

project a little at a time. I was pretty young so my interest was 

not steady but I was always fascinated with the all the parts that 

he would lay out on the table. 

Like a lot of people he eventually flew the planes and then found 

his interest moving in other areas – in his case helicopters. The 

planes went onto the wall and stayed there for 10 years. During 

this time we had a simulator, I would play on this a lot but I 

never realized that it would eventually lead to something much 

bigger (and better), a few years later. 

When I was eleven I became interested in RC cars and it was 

then I started asking a lot of questions about RC airplanes – 

especially the ones that hung on the wall in our garage. Noticing 

I was interested my parents bought me a Mid Star 40 (designed 

by our own Bruce Tharpe). The agreement was that I was to 

build the plane to gain a thorough understanding of all the parts 

needed for it to fly as well as the mechanics of the build. After 

two years I am finally at the stage where it is almost ready to fly 

– I just need to add the engine landing gear and a few surface 

area designs. 

Knowing that I was more than excited to learn to fly, last March 

my grandparents purchased a Sport Cub S park flyer for me to 

play with. I was instantly hooked, my Mom spent more time 

running around the track while I flew back and forth across the 

Hedrick football field than most ever do. In June my Grandma 

and Papa gifted me with a Sport Cub BNF for my 8th grade 

graduation. I could not wait to join the club and sign up for 

lessons. At my first meeting I was shocked to meet Bruce, it was 

so exciting to actually meet the designer of my first real plane.   

Because I am very involved in karate it took a bit to coordinate a 

time for me to fly. However, my Mom contacted Jess and the 

rest is history. A few weeks after flying and practicing (pretty 

much everyday – thanks Mom), I received my Level 1 and I am 

now working on my Level 2. I can’t wait to take my Mid Star out 

for its maiden flight, with Jess by side of course. I can’t thank 

everyone enough for being so kind and helpful. I enjoy hearing 

all the stories, tips and sometimes-even tricks. It means a lot to 

me to be involved something that our whole family can enjoy 

and I can pass on one day to my kids. 

Conner Robinson 

The 

Story 

Conner Robinson 



The National Society for Radio Control Aerobatics 
(NSRCA) contest season came to a close (for those of us 
in District 8) at Agate Skyways on the week end of 
September 24 & 25. The preceding Thursday and Friday 
sent ominous warnings as snow appeared on Mt. 
McLaughlin and the field was periodically peppered 
with heavy rain showers. Nonetheless on Saturday 
morning 27 pilots jutted their defiant chins towards the 
clouds and took to the air. The chins won -- the clouds 
dissipated my mid morning and the crystal blue skies of 
Southern Oregon held sway through the week end. 

Vehicles arrived from California, Montana, Idaho, Utah, 
Washington and Oregon and disgorged a sprakling 
array of beautiful and sleek pattern aircraft. The contest 
was on and it was terrific. This year’s contest was once 
again the District Championship event for D-8 and 
several battles had come down to this final event. There 
were competitors in all five levels and for several it was 
their first experience with the Agate Field. The praise 
ranged from “awesome” to “unbelievable.” 

The Rogue Eagles were well represented and we can be 
proud of several members who took a deep breath and 
entered the Sportsman class in their first pattern 
contest. Larry Cogdell gave a huge sigh as he completed 
his first flight followed by a huger grin as he found that 

Rumble on the Rogue 
NSRCA District 8 Championship 

Article byArticle by  Art Kelly                                Art Kelly                                Photos byPhotos by  Richard Agee Richard Agee andand  Rick BergeronRick Bergeron  

continues... 

Prelaunch photo - all competitors  

Larry Cogdell heads 
to the line with 

caller Jerry Stinson  

A smattering of 

pattern aircraft  

Tim Agee at takeoff  



he had won that round. Similar sighs could be heard 
from Jess Walls and Steve Bull. However, Ray Wasson Jr. 
stood steady and commanded his Sequence through the 
skies to capture first place in Sportsman for the week 
end and secured his place as District Champion for 
2016. 

In the seven years I’ve been flying in pattern 
competitions I have never seen as large a turnout as we 
had in the Intermediate class. There were ten entrants 
and over the course of the contest four different pilots 
won a round - that’s competition. Peter Vogel from 
California took first place, but within the top five 
positions were Tyler Johnson, Tim Agee and Scott 
Hudson. And Jerry Stinson, Paul Chapman and Ray 
Wasson Sr. were in the fray to the bitter end. 

In the Advanced class new member Sean Mersh had and 
epic battle with Derek Emmett of Livermore. When the 
final wheel touched down Derek had won by 32 points 
(out of 4,000) Both pilots gave new meaning to the term 
“precision.” 

After all the dust had settled and collective scores 
tabulated and retabulated (drum roll) the winner of the 
first Rumble on the Rogue was announced and D-8 
walked away with the Eagle Trophy. The D-7 guys have 
said “Wait ‘til Next Year.” 

Rumble on the Rogue ...continued 

District 7 competitors  District 8 - winners of the Rumble on the Rogue trophy  

Sean and Derek 
debrief the flight  

Tim and Scott 
Hudson debrief 

Tyler Johnson with 

his caller - "Mom" 

Click here for complete round-by-

round scoring and final results. 

http://www.patternscoring.com/d2c05d8a-8904-4d08-8f94-12da381aaf14
http://www.patternscoring.com/d2c05d8a-8904-4d08-8f94-12da381aaf14


Club Merchandise 
These items are usually 

available at the meetings.  
For more info, call Phil 

Baehne at 541-727-7059 

Order New-Style (Top) 
John Gaines 541-951-1947 

Order Old-Style (Bottom) 
online nicebadge.com 

Officers and Staff 
Click on any name to send email 

 

President  
Calvin Emigh  541-951-5055 

Vice President  
Ray Wasson  541-855-7541  

 

Secretary  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Treasurer  
Ray Wasson, Jr.  541-973-7139 

 

Board Members at Large  
Tom Everts  541-944-2843 
John Gaines  541-951-1947 

Larry Maerz  541-826-4536 
 

Safety Coordinator  
Jay Strickland  541-830-7976  

 

Event Coordinator  
Rich DeMartini  541-245-9858  

 

Newsletter Editor  
Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

 

Public Relations  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Webmaster  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514 

 

Chief Flight Instructor  
Jess Walls  707-845-2833  

Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to join, 
past newsletters, photos, and much more, 

please visit the Rogue Eagles website. 
www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

Meeting Information 
The next two General Membership Meetings 

are scheduled for 

Tuesday 7pm, October 11, 2016 

Tuesday 7pm, November 8, 2016 
 

We meet at the Central Point Senior Center, 
123 N 2nd Street in Central Point. 

Click here for directions 

 

 

Seen at the September Meeting 

Phil Baehne literally gave this Corsair model to 
young member Tyler Johnson at the September 

General Meeting.  Why?  Not sure exactly, but it’s 
known that Tyler is a big fan of Corsairs and Phil 
is a genuinely good guy.  Reason enough, right? 

mailto:johng97525@msn.com
http://nicebadge.com/cart/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=2394_4739_4877&products_id=10630
mailto:calvinemigh@charter.net
mailto:rwasson2@hotmail.com
mailto:planner4u@aol.com
mailto:raymondog2@gmail.com
mailto:rogueriverdeb@hotmail.com
mailto:johng97525@msn.com
mailto:bmaerz@msn.com
mailto:strickdog@q.com
mailto:medrico@earthlink.net
mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
mailto:planner4u@aol.com
mailto:planner4u@aol.com
mailto:jesswalls@ymail.com
http://www.rogue-eagles.org
https://www.google.com/maps/place/123+N+2nd+St,+Central+Point,+OR+97502/@42.3757969,-122.9263524,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x54cf7c6d20865661:0xe680e56651aa6a09

