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Welcome 2016 

Happy New Year to each of you! Thank you for your club dedication, personal 
effort and friendships over the past year. We have a lot to celebrate and 
reflect upon as we embrace 2016. During 2015, I’ve been very fortunate to be 
the recipient of many compliments towards our club both from our 
community and club members. I’m talking about positive comments including 
the quality of our Rogue Eagle facility, charity involvement, community 

education, AMA engagement, club member assistance, etc. The 
foundation for our club’s success goes back long before me but it’s 
easy to understand; club member pride, enthusiasm, participation 
and assistance towards one another. I can’t be more thankful for 
such a wonderful group of guys and gals! 

In spite of our club’s success and accomplishments, we have also 
been presented with our share of challenges over the past year. 
The most significant and potentially destructive challenge to our club includes ignorant flight behavior 
including flight line safety. Please, take the initiative and time to provide (and accept) complimentary yet 
constructive feedback and coaching for not only our new members but our “seasoned” flight buddies. It is 
crucial that each of us understand our rules and encourage acceptable flight behavior in particular, as our 
club grows. Perhaps the most important contribution you can provide for our club in 2016 is your personal 
dedication and demonstration of proper flight behavior and safety. Remember, each of us leads by 
example. 

I want to say thank you for all who attended and contributed during our annual Christmas Party! A great 
time was had by all. A special “thank you” for the club member family who donated hand crafted gifts for 
our female attendees. EACH of us appreciate your generosity. Also, BIG congratulations to each of our 
2015 award recipients! Well-deserved guys! 

Were you able to “ring in” the 2016 New Year by attending our annual Chili Feed? If not, you missed out 
on some great food and flying! We were fortunate enough to get a break in the weather allowing our 
Rogue Eagle pilots the opportunity to show their skills flying their model aircraft. I think we had just over 
50 brave pilots who actually ate the food. (I just hope no one got sick, LOL!) 

Seriously though, what a great way to start the year. Thank you Larry Myers! 

Speaking of model aircraft and in case you have not heard, the FAA is requiring all model aircraft pilots to 
register with the FAA. The AMA and the FAA continue to “talk” and perhaps negotiate an automated 
process to ease the burden of registration for our members, but at this time no decision has been reached. 
Our Public Relations Officer Larry Cogdell aka, “Drone-Pro” (not to be confused with “Drain-Pro”) is always 
ready to update and educate each of us, but in the end it is the responsibility of each club member to 
register with the FAA by February 19, 2016. Much more to come on this… 

A few last items, remember to join us this coming Tuesday, January 12 and renew your club membership! 
We expect a large crowd so get there early. I promise extra food and fun…without the boring stuff.  

Happy New Year and safe flying to each of you, 

    By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . Throttle Up!Throttle Up!  
 

Calvin 

 

Aviation Truism: 

The chance of making a superb 

landing is inversely proportional 

to the number of people watching.  

 



FAA REGISTRATION 

Individual Files Suit 

The lawsuit challenging the FAA registry was filed in the Court 
of Appeals for the District of Columbia on December 24 by a 
model aircraft enthusiast concerned that the registration rules 
were illegal. That individual is John A. Taylor, a multi-rotor 
builder and flyer living in Silver Spring, Maryland. An insurance 
attorney, Mr. Taylor is representing himself. He started flying 
model aircraft approximately one year ago and has become 
passionate about the hobby. He expected other hobby groups 
or drone manufacturers to file suit against the registration 
rules but when they didn’t, he decided to step up 
himself.  Although he plainly admits that he has no aviation or 
administrative law experience, as a long-time litigator, he says 
he’s up to the challenge. 

Mr. Taylor is requesting that the court “issue an order 
declaring that the [FAA's registration rule] is void” and 
prohibited by Section 336 of the FAA Modernization and 
Reform Act of 2012. He alleges that that section specifically 
prohibits the FAA from promulgating any new rules or 
regulations regarding model aircraft if they’re flown for hobby 
or recreational purposes. 

...read the full article on Forbes.com 

In a Nutshell 

Editor’s Note:  The following article was published shortly 
before Christmas on the Jackson County Airport Authority 
website.  The target audience was not our club, but it nicely 
summarizes the new requirements for any potential reader. 

 

Larry Cogdell 
Public Relations Officer 
Rogue Eagles RC Club 
 
Recent media stories have 
reported that just in time for 
Christmas, many of you (perhaps 
700,000) will be receiving a gift of 

a new DRONE.  They have become a very popular gift item but 
before you even take it out of the box, there are some very 
important things you need to know.  

First, on December 14, 2015, the FAA released this statement.  
“The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) today announced a streamlined and user
-friendly web-based aircraft registration process for owners of 
small unmanned aircraft (UAS) weighing more than 0.55 
pounds (250 grams) and less than 55 pounds (approx. 25 
kilograms) including payloads such as on-board cameras.”  
Therefore, before you fly your drone, you must register with 
the FAA.  Failure to do so could result in a civil fine of up to 
$27,500.  You can register online, starting on December 21st 
by going to www.faa.gov/uas/registration.  Another resource 
you should read completely is the frequently asked questions 
page about this issue http://www.faa.gov/uas/faq/.   

Second, although many drones are somewhat easy to fly, I 
suggest you contact someone experienced in these aircraft 
(yes, the FAA classifies them as aircraft, specifically UAS – 
Unmanned Aircraft System) to walk you through the setup and 
testing of your drone before you ever try to fly it.  If you do not 
know anyone, consider contacting a member of a chartered 
club of the Academy of Model Aeronautics.  The AMA 
currently has more than 180,000 members around the 
country.  One of the largest RC clubs in Oregon, the Rogue 
Eagles, is located in Eagle Point, Oregon with more than 160 
members, many of which have experience with these types of 
aircraft.  You can contact me at (541) 840-1514 or check out 
their web site at www.rogue-eagles.org for additional 
information. 

Third, there are several specific rules and guidelines you must 
follow to fly your drones legally and just as important, safely.  
Rather than bore you with a list, comedians, Jeff Dunham and 
Bubba J. have made an educational video that will give you 
rules you need to know and also direct you to additional 
resources.  Check them out here. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Ay7iKzN5Pxs#t=173. 

Fourth, now that you are registered, trained and informed, go 
FLY and have FUN safely!  Merry Christmas.   

FAA REGISTRATION 

 

THIS IS HOW TURBINE PILOTS WARM THIS IS HOW TURBINE PILOTS WARM 
THEIR HANDS AFTER A CHILLY FLIGHT!  THEIR HANDS AFTER A CHILLY FLIGHT!  

STEVE COLEMAN AND HIS SLEEK AVANTISTEVE COLEMAN AND HIS SLEEK AVANTI  

Seen at the January 1st 

Chili Dog Fun Fly 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/johngoglia/2016/01/04/faa-sued-in-federal-court-over-drone-registration-rules/
http://jacksoncountyor.org/airport/Home/ArtMID/4615/ArticleID/243940/FAA-Requirements-For-Drone-Safety
http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/
http://www.faa.gov/uas/faq/
http://www.rogue-eagles.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ay7iKzN5Pxs#t=173
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ay7iKzN5Pxs#t=173


 

 

 

 
 

 

I am going to follow AMA request and not register until they say so or Feb 
18th, which ever comes first. It is not worth $5 to be an early bird. I am 
hoping that at minimum, the AMA might be successful in getting the FAA to 
use our AMA number. 

The FAA is trying to be helpful will all of this. For those that do not have a 
scale to weigh their drones, FAA FAQ # 59 tells people that 2 sticks of butter 
weigh 0.5 lbs. I don't know why they did not volunteer the Post Office to 
weigh them. 

Yeah, all the bad guys need to do is to look in the registry for a likely person 
to screw and use that person’s number on their drone when they do their bad 
business. 

Congress told the FAA to take a hands-off approach on model airplanes as 
long as we were governed by an organization such as AMA.  FAA essentially 
thumbed their noses at US citizens and Congress and created this new 
registration rule.  THAT’S one of the main reasons we’re upset. There are those 
of us who do not like government messing in our lives, and especially when 
government agencies go against the representatives of the people. 

The negative consequences of this regulation are not obvious to many. This is 
because not all understand how Government bureaucracy works. If for some 
reason your aircraft ends up in where it shouldn't be, it will make no 
difference how it got there, you the operator will be held responsible period. 
The FAA is not interested in doing any investigation to determine the cause of 
an incident, that would be too expensive. They are only interested in 
enforcement, punishment and or fines. If you also happen to be a full scale 
pilot, there will also be consequences in that arena. 

I'm a bit troubled with everyone getting their panties wadded up over this. We 
need to register to drive a car, to get a fishing license, to carry a gun, to do 
many things in everyday life. Why shouldn't we register to put potentially 
dangerous objects into our airspace? Is it because we are AMA members, we 
should be exempt? You do want non-AMA members to register don't you? 
Shouldn't the non-AMA yayhoos who are buying these "drones" and flying 
wherever they d*** wish register to fly them? Or do you want "drones" to be 
banned altogether? 

I called my Congressman's office last Friday. This ruling impinges so deeply 
on flyers quality of life, this was the first time I reached to a congressperson 
for personal interests, ever. I don't know about you but I feel the icy grip of 
gov't inc. grabbing control of our wonderful pastime. 

I think I will only fly planes greater than 55 pounds from now on since they 
didn't say they have to be registered. 

(in response to above) I'm sure that the FAA is planning even more onerous 
requirements for A/C over 55lbs. 

...what I perceive is that the FAA is working to turn the public against us - 
turn we flyers into boogeymen - with this ruling… Every time we go to a park, 
we're going to have handwringing activists calling law enforcement on us. 
The FAA has outright criminalized our pastime - and you can believe the FAA 
knows exactly what it is doing. The FAA has had many years of having the 
AMA in many meetings, weighing in on protection of our flying rights. And 
the FAA just stomped all over the AMA and we flyers after offering up false 
pretenses that our opinion was being considered. 

Guys and Gals...this is the beginning of the end, there is no way around it. 
That is what the gov stiff collar guys want and that is what they will get. You 
can call whom ever you want and write all the Senators you can, but the 
"powers that be" have already made up their minds that rc models are not 
going to fly… I have DE-comishioned every one of my rc planes so they will 
never be able to fly again. Now, they are just ornaments not drones! 

That's it guys...I can't take it anymore! I once waited over 10 years for the FAA 
to grant me a pilots license due to a minor physical problem and have put up 
with their BS for way too many years and I am not going to jump thru hoops 
to fly my models! I will NOT register any models and will NOT take their crap 
ever again. If I decide to go flying, I will do just that...if not I will destroy my 
fleet of planes any damn way I please! The gov is totally out of control and as 
far as I'm concerned they can have their air space… (giving the finger as I 
type this :) 

Guess it's back to control line !!! 

Leave it to the feds to over legislate and to stick their nose into places where it 
doesn't belong in the first place. My gut says there will be annual inspections, 
plane registration fees and on and on which potentially puts an end to this 
great hobby. 

I was also thinking that since they exempted free flight aircraft maybe I'll just 
pull all the radio gear out of my models, lock the control surfaces to a gentle 
straight climb, put really big fuel tanks in and just let them go where ever 
they want to go. That would be a fitting end to the hobby for me... 

Nobody has to register if they don't want to. But they better be prepared to 
deal with the eventualities of that if something goes south. Reminds me of a 
guy I met when I was riding street bikes (rice rockets). He was telling the 
story of how he got a ticket for speeding and not having a Motorcycle license. 
As the officer was writing the ticket he asked,, "Why don't you have a 
Motorcycle Endorsement?" The guy answers, "I didn't need it until now…" 

For me, it's worth the slight inconvenience to continue flying my planes. 

I just registered. I have to say it was the most unduly burdensome four minute 
20 odd seconds of my life; I understand now why AMA is fighting it so much, 
it was very traumatizing. 

I also just registered...yeah, it was soooooo hard, and now I'm sooooo 
consumed with remorse that I have caved-in to big government, and that I'm 
now one of the "sheeple", that I just don't know if I can go on... 

For me it's not the registration that bothers. It's the attitude and callousness of 
the regulations. I'm considering getting out of the hobby, it bothers me that 
much. Which, when you consider all things, is exactly what the FAA wants. 

R/C Pilot’s Lives Matter  

I WILL NOT COMPLY WITH MORE STUPID LAWS. 

FAA REGISTRATION 
 

Random Quotes from U.S. Modelers 

From Ye Olde Editor: FAA registration is a hot topic on internet 

forums and bulletin boards these days, and it definitely has brought 

out a variety of emotions and opinions.  Here is a random sampling 

from typical modelers from around the country so you can see what 

others are thinking about the situation.  The following quotes do not 

necessarily reflect my views or the views of the Rogue Eagles RC 

Club, they are merely intended for your reading pleasure... 

http://www.faa.gov/uas/registration/


Have tried for the past two months to get with some of 
our honorable club members to do a story for Bruce, 
but with the holidays, weather and a bum knee, my 
stories were not meant to be.  Looks like I will just have 
to bore you with some of my endless babble. 

Well, 2015 ended on a high note for me.  I received an 
email form Phil Shellabarger, President of the South 
Coast RC Squadron, on December 24.  He wanted to 
give me a heads up.  He had received his January Model 
Aviation Magazine and wanted to let me know that he 
spotted a familiar, smiling face.  Of course, it was mine.  
I don't want to brag, but check out the Focal Point on 
page 80, bottom right.  Must tell you that I submitted 
the photo back on September 8, 2014.  It took a while, 
but good things come to those who wait.  We were 
excited to see the photo, but had to wait until the day 
after Christmas to receive our copy of the magazine. 

Plans for 2016.  Yes, I have a full plate.  Item one is to 
visit with other club members and get their stories.  I 
have great plans to interview Roger Hebner.  He is one 
great "know all"  when it comes to control line 

everything.  My grand plan 
is to interview Roger and 
get his help to reach my 
goal of getting back to CL 
and build a Ringmaster to 
fly for the October Fly-A-Thon, a lofty goal, but one to 
shoot for.  

Item two is, yes I will fly this year.  I invited Jess Walls, 
our new flight instructor, over for a visit.  Jess sure is a 
good fit as our new instructor.  He is also into control 
line flying and knows about Ringmasters.  As soon as 
we get good weather, I hope to spend a great deal of 
time with Jess. 

Item three will be to complete the Stick 40 Plus from 
Balsa USA.  This looks like a good beater airplane.  
Should work well for our flight instructor to get me back 
in the air. 

Item four is to complete the Contender, get flight time 
on it and enter it in Bruce's VRCS event. 

Another Year,  Another 

Six Projects…   by Jack Shaffer 



Item five.  Boy, talk about a full plate.  I still want to 
complete my SIG Hog Bipe.  I have the fuselage glued 
together. 

My final project is to get the flying Porsche ready for 
the summer air show. 

Well, that's pretty much what I have on my plate.  Sure 
hope your plates have many projects also.  Looks as 
though the Rogue Eagles event calendar is full with 
something for all of us.  Hope to be knocking on your 
workshop doors to check out your projects. 

My wishes for 2016 are that work continues on phase 
two of the helicopter and control line pad and that all 
Eagle club members have a healthy and fun year. 

Well, a guy and his buddy have to kick back sometimes. 

Jack Shaffer   and   Judd 

Another Year, 

                    Another Six Projects…  

THOUGHTS ON SAFETY   by Doug McKee 

Hello Fellow Rogue Eagles! I hope the New Year is going well. As Safety Officer, I have a concern with prop strikes. 
With fuel planes you are always putting your hands in harm’s way, from pulling the glow plug, adjusting your 
carburetor and starting your engine. It’s important to keep your mind on the task and don’t reach over the prop. 
With the advent of the ready-to-fly electric aircraft we tend to believe that propeller strikes only happen to fueled 
RC aircraft. It is important to treat electric aircraft with the same respect. One solution is to install Smartsafe Failsafe 
on your electric airplane, if your radio has that capability (Editor’s note:  Smartsafe is available in some Spektrum 
receivers). It prevents electric motors from operating when the receiver power is on and the transmitter is off. I had 
an instance where I forgot to turn off the receiver but turned off my radio. My plane ran off the stand and into 
another one of my planes damaging it. Luckily it just damaged my plane and the only injury was to my pride. 

There are products out there that you can install on the outside of your plane that will prevent your motor from 
engaging before you are ready to fly. This brings up another concern that you should never fly by yourself. If you 
were to get injured badly there would be no one to help with first aid. If you must fly by yourself, make sure you 
know the address of the field and have a cell phone handy. Remember safety is everyone’s responsibility not just 
the Safety Officer. If you see something that looks unsafe please in a nice way tell the person what your concern is. 
Please have a great time flying but remember safety first. 

Doug McKee, Rogue Eagles Safety Officer                                                   Club Address: 884 East Antelope Road, Eagle Point  



Jess Walls has done a lot of glider flying, so 
for cold days he made this transmitter cover 
out of an thrift store child's jacket.  Cut off 
the sleeves, insert a clear piece of plastic, 
now you just put your transmitter and hands 
inside and keep your fingers and hands 
warm.  A great adaptation of spare materials 
to come-up with something really practical 
for these cold winter days. 

Photo and Text by Richard DeMartini 

Hand Warmer HowHand Warmer How--ToTo  FOR SALE 

 

LIPO BATTERIES:  5-CELL, 4000 MAH 

I have 50 of these batteries for sale.  They were purchased straight 

from the factory last November for a UAV project.  They were not 

exactly what was ordered, but instead of returning them, I decided 

to keep them and try to sell them here for a great price.  Offering 

locally first, then will go to eBay.  Price is $29 each or 2 for $50. 

Contact   Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

FOR SALE 

DISCRETE ELECTRICAL 

COMPONENTS 

From Ye Olde Editor:  A neighbor of mine is looking to sell 
her ailing husband’s supply of discrete components - 

resistors, capacitors, that kind of stuff.  He was an 
electrical engineer/inventor and has a “cabinet full” of 
items.  She’s asking $100 o.b.o. to take it all.  If you are 
into electronics, this might be the steal of the century. 

Contact   Claudia Wagner  541-660-2605 

http://www.planner4u.com/
http://plansandthings.com/
mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
mailto:oedphd@gmail.com


Club Merchandise 
These items are usually 

available at the meetings.  
For more info, call Phil 

Baehne at 541-727-7059 

Order New-Style (Top) 
John Gaines 541-951-1947 

Order Old-Style (Bottom) 
online nicebadge.com 

Officers and Staff 
Click on any name to send email 

 

President  
Calvin Emigh  541-951-5055 

Vice President  
Ray Wasson  541-855-7541  

 

Secretary  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Treasurer  
Ray Wasson, Jr.  541-973-7139 

 

Board Members at Large  
Tom Everts  541-944-2843 
John Gaines  541-951-1947 

Larry Maerz  541-826-4536 
 

Safety Coordinator  
Doug McKee  541-840-7715 

 

Event Coordinator  
Rich DeMartini  541-245-9858  

 

Newsletter Editor  
Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

 

Public Relations  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Field Maintenance  
position is open 

 

Webmaster  
Rick Lindsey  541-776-5832  

 

Chief Flight Instructor  
Jess Walls  707-845-2833  

Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to join, 
past newsletters, photos, and much more, 

please visit the Rogue Eagles website. 
www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

Meeting Information 
The next two General Membership Meetings 

are scheduled for 

Tuesday 7pm, January 12, 2016 

Tuesday 7pm, February 9, 2016 
 

We meet at the Central Point Senior Citizens 
Center, 123 N 2nd Street in Central Point. 

Click here for directions 

 

Seen at the Chili Dog Fun Fly 

Upcoming Event 

Polar Bear Fun Fly 
and Swap Meet 

Myrtle Creek Airport 

Saturday, February 13th 

Bruce Harlow   541-863-1920  

mailto:johng97525@msn.com
http://nicebadge.com/cart/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=2394_4739_4877&products_id=10630
mailto:calvinemigh@charter.net
mailto:rwasson2@hotmail.com
mailto:planner4u@aol.com
mailto:raymondog2@gmail.com
mailto:rogueriverdeb@hotmail.com
mailto:johng97525@msn.com
mailto:bmaerz@msn.com
mailto:kdmckee@q.com
mailto:medrico@earthlink.net
mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
mailto:planner4u@aol.com
mailto:ricklindsey1946@gmail.com
mailto:jesswalls@ymail.com
http://www.rogue-eagles.org
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?cat=central+point+senior+citizens+center&address=123+N+2nd+St&city=Central+Point&state=OR&zipcode=97502&redirect=true
mailto:bruceharlowjr@yahoo.com

