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AIRSHOW 2015! 

I’m excited for this year’s 

airshow for many reasons 

including a change of 

format, getting a chance 

to see new planes either 

flying or displayed but the 

best part is seeing the smiles on both our club members and our guests who attend.  Our airshows bring the 

best out of everyone and for good reason, we get a chance to support a great charity, Children’s Miracle 

Network!  100% of our gate proceeds go towards the Children’s Miracle Network, serving our families in 

need right here in Medford.  Suggested gate donations are $5.00 per person or $10.00 per car.  With your 

support, we will make a difference!  Donations will be collected at the gate with the promise of a fantastic 

show, great hot dogs by Victory Dogs and a fun time by all!  Invite your friends, family and co-workers to help 

us make that difference!   

National Model Aviation Day is August 

15th!  The Rogue Eagles will be at the 

Rogue Valley Mall from 10 am to 9:00 pm 

representing the AMA while promoting 

our hobby and generating awareness of 

our airshow.  Larry Cogdell has done a 

magnificent job spearheading this event 

including AMA coordination.  If you would 

like to be involved, reach out to Larry at 

541-840-1514 for the opportunity to 

promote our club, hobby and airshow!  

See you at the show! 

    By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . Throttle Up!Throttle Up!  
 

Calvin 

Welcome to the Rogue Eagles! 

We have two new members this month… 
 

Brandy Davis from Eagle Point 

Lonnie Bathke from Gold Hill 

 

AUG 22 Pylon Race #3 Agate Field Rich DeMartini 
541-245-9858 

 29-30 Rogue Eagles Airshow Agate Field Larry Myers 
541-770-3390 

SEP 4-5 Vintage RC Society 
Northwest Fly-In 

Agate Field Bruce Tharpe 
541-582-1708 

 6 RVF Airshow Grants Pass 
Airport 

Art Kelly 
541-472-9683 

 12 Flightmasters Pot Luck Sportsmans 
Park  (Keno) 

Mike 

 19 Pylon Race #4 Agate Field Rich DeMartini 
541-245-9858 

 26-27 NSRCA Pattern Contest Agate Field Art Kelly 
541-472-9683 

OCT 3 Pylon Race #5 Agate Field Rich DeMartini 
541-245-9858 

 10 Fun Fly and Pot Luck Agate Field Jay Strickland 
541-830-7976  

Full 2015 Event Calendar is available online   Click Here 

Upcoming Events 

Crowded Club Calendar Coming 
Starting on August 22, there will be an event at our field 7 out of the next 
8 weekends.  Keep in mind that three of those are Pylon Races which only 
take part of a Saturday.  The VRCS event is on a Friday and Saturday.  
Only two of the events are scheduled for a Sunday.  But be aware, the 
field will be closed to all other flight activity during these events. 

 

http://plansandthings.com/
mailto:medrico@earthlink.net
mailto:highflyer21@centurylink.net
mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
mailto:afkelly25@gmail.com
mailto:FlyRCwithMe@charter.net
mailto:medrico@earthlink.net
mailto:afkelly25@gmail.com
mailto:medrico@earthlink.net
mailto:strickdog@q.com
http://www.rogue-eagles.org/Events/Events.htm


RANDOM  STUFF  STARTS  HERE 

Thoughts and Photos by Bruce Tharpe 

Cliff Sands finally got to fly his jet!  He did his turbine waiver flight and was signed off by Bruce 

Tharpe and Steve Coleman.  This makes Cliff the first guy to earn his turbine waiver at our field.  

The jet is a Reaction ARF powered by a KingTech K-140G turbine.  Thrust is 31 lbs. burning diesel.  

Leafy greens 
 everybody Most of you know club favorite Rick Lindsey had heart bypass surgery last month. 

He wanted to pass along this note: 

“Please do thank the guys who have called or visited or broken into my house fearing 

the worst.  I am doing very good in my estimation and hope to be out flying in three 

weeks or so.  My advice to everyone is to eat their vegetables and stop smoking.” 

Rich DeMartini took this great photo and writes... 

“A group of about 10 Scouts from Kennedy 

Elementary School in Medford came out to our field 

on Saturday the 20th of June and launched 15 

Rockets.  They had a blast.  When Scott Hudson 

pulled up and unloaded his IMAC Yak, the kids ran 

over to see “the biggest plane ever” and Scott 

patiently answered all their questions.”  

During his vacation in Montana, club Safety Officer Doug McKee visited an “RC guy” with his own private 

900 ft. runway.  The “guy” is working on a project that will use this 200 lb. thrust turbine.  Price is $3500. 

And so endeth the Random Stuff for this month 

Rogue Eagle ace reporter Jack Shaffer and his wife Carole have been busy this Summer 

with their incredible model railroad display in and around their house.  When you 

transform your home into a magical kingdom, it tends to attract visitors of all ages.   

The girl in the pic, Gia, came to the neighborhood to visit her grandmother who lives 

across the street.  She helped with setting out some of the houses and painting the 

decorations.  What you see in the pic is not even 1% of the massive layout.  Carole 

reports that a couple of her photos were recently published in the Mail Tribune. 

Remember the Yuneec Q500 quad copter that I reviewed a few months back?  An updated 

version is now available from Horizon.  Color has changed from white to gun-metal grey, 

but the big improvement is to the camera.  It’s now 4K resolution and they have apparently 

fixed the color and lens distortion issues.  With two batteries, steady grip, and carrying case 

price is $1450. 

http://www.horizonhobby.com/q500-4k-rtf-with-st10--cgo3--2-battery--steadygrip--case-p-yunq4kpus?utm_source=bronto&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Spot8&utm_campaign=08012015_Air&_bta_tid=3.cUw.B2MADA.Fzi7.AT6t0g..AgY22Q.b..s.AjKa.a.Vbzl-A.Vbzl-A.RGyFjw&_bta_


Cheap Chinese Radio Equipment . . . Do You Trust It? 

by Bruce Tharpe 

My father tells me when he went to the hobby shop years ago to buy me my first radio, the decision came down to two 

systems.  The guy behind the counter pushed him towards this new, virtually unknown brand from Japan.  Instead, he 

bought the World Engines radio, a brand he knew and trusted.  As it turned out, he 

should have probably picked the one he left behind - a Futaba. 

There was a time when the best radio equipment was made right here in the USA.  

Names like Kraft, EK Logictrol, Proline, and others battled it out for the top spot in the 

early days of RC.  Then came the Japanese radios, and they eventually priced the 

American companies out of business.  Futaba, JR, and Airtronics became the big 

names in RC equipment, followed by Hitec (Korea) and Spektrum.  For the most part, 

modelers agree that these are the most trusted brands in the business. 

But now there is competition - lots of it - from China.  Companies are pumping out 

equipment at prices that simply cannot be ignored.  In fact, in some cases the prices 

are so low it has the psychological effect of making me want to dismiss it as junk.  But 

is it?  If you read enough online forums, you will find plenty of modelers who swear at it, and just as many who swear 

by it.  I’m not one of those ultra-loyal, shirt-wearing radio reps, but I have stuck with Futaba for the better part of the 

last twenty years.  I trust it, and it has served me well.  Still, those prices… 

After a while, some of the Chinese brand names started to separate themselves and gain some popularity, at first in 

receivers and servos.  A few years ago, when I went shopping for a new FASST receiver for a small plane, I found myself 

deciding between a 7-channel Futaba for something like $70, or a FrSky 6-Channel for something like $24.  FrSky 

(pronounced “free sky”, although I prefer “frisky”) was one of the names that seemed to be gaining a good reputation 

at the time, so I bit the bullet and gave it a try.  It worked great, but I could still only trust it in a small model.  My jets 

and gas models still have genuine Futaba receivers. 

Last year, Mark Tobin brought out a super sophisticated hex-copter for the Drone Demo at our field.  I was looking it 

over pretty carefully and then I saw it.  In the middle of all those flight controllers and GPS antennas, there it was - a 

cheap Chinese Orange receiver.  Mark explained that the receiver in a ship like this is not as critical as a typical model 

because if RC is lost, the hex-copter is programmed to return safely on its own.  Still, Mark is a master modeler, and if 

he trusts an Orange brand receiver from Hobby King in a high-dollar, 

high-end multi-copter, well, that says something. 

Still, it’s hard for long-time modelers to put complete faith into these 

receivers.  In the June issue of Model Aviation, Mark Radcliff (VP-Dist 

III) wrote in his column about a glider that crashed into a truck.  The 

pilot was an experienced modeler.  It was determined the receiver 

lost its bind, and Mark relayed it was “not one of the more common 

name brands in our hobby”.  He went on to write, “The club indicated 

that its members have had several issues with no-name receivers at 

the field losing their signal and the models crashing.  We are all 

familiar with the saying ‘you get what you pay for.’  Although name 

brand equipment may be slightly more expensive, it’s generally 

better and safer in the long run.” 

 

My first radio was a World Engines 

Expert.  It was an exciting Christmas 

present, but it seemed to be in 

constant need of servicing. 

Mark Tobin and his hex-copter at the Drone Demo 

 

continues... 



. . . Do You Trust It? 

Problem is, name brand equipment is not “slightly more” expensive.  The 

cheapest 6-channel receiver available from Spektrum is $49.99 on sale at 

Horizon, while a 6-channel Orange receiver that is DSMX compatible is only 

$11.44.  And if you do the trick of lingering on the Hobby King webpage, you 

will get a popup with a special price of only $10.62.  Want another example?  

An 8-channel Futaba transmitter plus receiver is $280 at Tower.  JR offers an 

8-channel transmitter plus receiver for $430.  Or you could go with a 9-channel Turnigy transmitter and receiver for 

just $69.97.  Would I go for the Turnigy?  Ummm, no.  But that’s not based on any real evidence that they don’t work. 

Cheap servos abound.  The big names are keeping pace with the cheap Chinese servos, to a point.  A standard Futaba 

BB servo S3004 can be found for $14, which isn’t too bad.  But Tower also sells WinKing servos which are shockingly 

cheap.  A standard WinKing BB servo is $5.49, and it puts out the 

same torque as the Futaba.  If you need four servos for a plane, the 

WinKing brand would save about $34 (enough to buy six more 

WinKing servos!).  But would you trust them?  When you move up to 

digital servos, the price begins to separate a bit more.  I have started 

using Tactic servos and so far, they have all worked great.  They are 

not the cheapest of the cheap, but they are less expensive than 

Futaba or Hitec, and give every impression that they work just as 

well. 

If you think you might want to try  some of this cheap stuff, do your 

homework.  You can find a lot of positive reviews, but you have to be 

somewhat skeptical.  I like to do my research in the online forums 

like RCGroups or RCUniverse.  You have to wade through all the good 

and bad comments and search for a consensus.  If you buy 

something, do as much ground testing as possible before committing 

aviation.  Got a receiver that doesn’t bind every fifth or sixth time 

you turn it on?  Chuck it and call it a good (cheap) lesson. 

Most of us have a very limited hobby budget and need to stretch 

every dollar as far as possible.  In general, I don’t think you should 

skimp on radio equipment.  It is our vital link to the models we 

cherish and an absolute necessity to remain in control and safe.  But 

there is a difference between cutting corners and paying too much 

for a name plate.  If the cheap stuff works, and works well, then you 

definitely have to give it a look. 

The question remains… do you trust it?  Let’s keep this discussion 

alive.  I don’t ask for feedback often, but I would love to hear about 

your experiences with so-called no name equipment, good or bad.  

Tell us what you would recommend or what you would avoid at all 

costs.   Please email or call me with your evaluations.  Hopefully, we 

can gather enough info for a follow-up article.  Fly safe! 

Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

I have been Flying my electric Flyin’ King for about 

a year now.  It has an 8-channel FASST-compatible 

FrSky receiver and six standard metal-gear Tactic 

servos installed, and they have all worked flawlessly. 

 

 

 

Danny Laviolette swears by his 16-channel Taranis 

transmitter, another FrSky product.  Danny bought 

an extra faceplate and painted it white.  The Taranis 

uses open source software and has telemetry. 

http://www.horizonhobby.com/category/radios/aircraft-radio-systems/aircraft-receivers#close
http://www.hobbyking.com/hobbyking/store/__65950__OrangeRx_R615X_DSM2_DSMX_Compatible_6Ch_2_4GHz_Receiver_w_CPPM_US_Warehouse_.html?strSearch=orange%20receiver
http://www3.towerhobbies.com/cgi-bin/wti0001p?&I=LXBWGR&P=3
http://www.horizonhobby.com/radios/aircraft-transmitters/xg8-8-channel-dmss-transmitter-with-rg831b-rx--black-jrp00596
http://www.hobbyking.com/hobbyking/store/uh_viewItem.asp?idProduct=19673
http://www3.towerhobbies.com/cgi-bin/wti0001p?&I=LXVW07&P=7
http://www3.towerhobbies.com/cgi-bin/wti0001p?&I=LXVW07&P=7
http://www3.towerhobbies.com/cgi-bin/wti0001p?&I=LXELZG&P=7
http://www.towerhobbies.com/products/tactic/servos.html
mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
http://www.hobbyking.com/hobbyking/store/__67750__FrSky_2_4GHz_ACCST_TARANIS_X9D_PLUS_Digital_Telemetry_Radio_System_Mode_2_.html


Airshow Tips 
for Pilots 

and Spotters 
 

One of the goals this year for  
the airshow is to tighten it up 
from over three hours in the 
past to just about two hours.  
Here are some tips that all 
pilots should keep in mind: 
 
1. Before the airshow, spend some time developing your 

act.  Very few of us are good enough pilots to just go out 
there and freestyle.  There is nothing wrong with having a 
list of maneuvers and sticking to it.  Then practice the 
routine until you are comfortable and confident, 
remembering to bias your “window” to the west so your 
act is centered in front of the grandstands. 

2. Every pilot must have a spotter to be a second set of 
eyes.  The pilot already has his own eyes on the plane, he 
needs the spotter to be watching just about everything 
else.  In particular, the spotter needs to watch for people 
and activity on the runway and calmly communicate the 
situation to the pilot. 

3. If a plane is not in the air during our airshow, it’s like 
dead air on the radio.  People will start tuning out.  Have 
your plane and equipment at or near the starting area 
even if you are second in line.  The guy who is supposed 
to perform before you may have problems starting his 
engine or something else may cut his act short. 

4. When it’s your turn to fly, start flipping your prop (or arm 
your electric plane) when the current act is on his landing 
approach.  It’s not rude to start your engine while he’s 
still flying - it’s just show business!  Ideally, you will be 
ready to taxi onto the runway just as the act ahead of you 
is pulling off at the far end. 

5. As important as it is to keep the show moving and to be 
prepared, it’s even more important to heed these three 
words:  DO NOT RUSH!  That is how fingers find their way 
into spinning propellers.  Stick to your normal start-up 
routine as much as possible, be careful around those 
props, and be deliberate in your motions. 

6. Avoid airshow-itis!  The airshow is not the time to try a 
new maneuver or push your model beyond what it or you 
have done in the past.  The crowd will appreciate any 
well-flown performance.  It does not have to be your 
most gnarly flight of all time. 

7. When landing, it’s your turn to clear the runway as 
quickly and safely as possible.  Do not taxi back, just exit 
at the far end of the flight stations and shut off your 
engine.  Keep your head on a swivel because the next act 
will be taking off as you walk over to get your plane. 

 

http://www.planner4u.com/


A Story from My Friend  Bruce Gaines 

by Bruce Tharpe 

Bruce Gaines (John’s father) passed away in June.  He was a 

Rogue Eagle club member and a friend of mine.  Over the past 

few years he would visit me at my shop and we would go to 

lunch at the Wimer Café.  Occasionally, Bruce Sr. (my father) 

would join us - we were the “Three Bruces”. 

Bruce Gaines was an accomplished modeler.  He raced RC boats 

successfully for many years in California and was a leading proponent 

of the canard-style boat arrangement.  But his involvement with model 

airplanes went way back to his childhood in the late ‘30s or early ‘40s.  I 

remember him telling this story (more than once) about how he got started with models and how his new 

hobby possibly changed the course of his life... 

His introduction to model planes came when he saw a young man flying a beautiful rubber-powered free 

flight model at the local high school in Astoria.  That’s all it took - he was hooked.  He went to the dime store, 

plunked down ten cents each for two kits and another five cents for a tube of glue.  He recalled that one of 

the planes was a J-3 Cub.  His memory was fuzzy on the second plane, but he thought it was a floatplane of 

some kind.  Bruce told me they turned out to be a “disaster - no chance to fly”.  But he loved building them. 

At one point during his frenzied building sessions, his buddies tried to talk him into going to the rail road yard 

to steal boxes of candy from a warehouse.  In fact, he was with the same group of boys - they were all about 

12 at the time - just one week prior when they pulled off their first candy heist.  Yeah, Bruce came home with 

a box of candy from that outing, but this time he was focused.  He stayed home to work on his models.  And 

sure enough, this time the boys were caught. 

And that’s how model airplanes kept Bruce out of trouble - literally. 

Rest in Peace my friend. 

On the final page of this newsletter, you will see a flier for our annual Charity Airshow.  You 
may look at it, but it’s not meant for your eyeballs.  You are a club member, so you already 
know about it.  What we need are eyeballs that belong to potential spectators.  We need it 
posted in places where many of those eyeballs gather.  Our success is measured by the number 
of people who come to see us perform.  They will not see us if they do not know about us.  Our 
club PR guy does a great job of spreading the word, but he is just one member.  There are 150 
more of us, and we can help.  Print out a copy or two or five of the last page of this newsletter, 
then post it at your workplace or church or local convenience store or school or ball field or golf 
course or pizza joint or anywhere there is a community bulletin board.  There are just a few 
weeks until the airshow, so the sooner the better.  Help out your own club even if you don’t plan 
on being there.  Parents are always looking for things to do with their kids during the Summer.  
Same with seniors.  Let’s promote our airshow, our club, and our favorite hobby.  Thanks! 



Club Merchandise 
These items are usually 

available at the meetings.  
For more info, call Phil 

Baehne at 541-727-7059 

Order New-Style (Top) 
John Gaines 541-951-1947 

Order Old-Style (Bottom) 
online nicebadge.com 

Officers and Staff 
Click on any name to send email 

 

President  
Calvin Emigh  541-951-5055 

Vice President  
Ray Wasson  541-855-7541  

 

Secretary  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Treasurer  
Ray Wasson, Jr.  541-973-7139 

 

Board Members at Large  
Tom Everts  541-944-2843 

 

John Gaines  541-951-1947 
    

Larry Maerz  541-826-4536 
 

Safety Coordinator  
Doug McKee  541-840-7715 

 

Event Coordinator  
Rich DeMartini  541-245-9858  

 

Newsletter Editor  
Bruce Tharpe  541-582-1708 

 

Public Relations  
Larry Cogdell  541-840-1514  

 

Field Maintenance  
position is open 

 

Webmaster  
Rick Lindsey  541-776-5832  

 

Chief Flight Instructor  

Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to join, 
past newsletters, photos, and much more, 

please visit the Rogue Eagles website. 

www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

Meeting Information 
The next two General Membership Meetings 

are scheduled for 

Tuesday 7pm, August 11, 2015 

Tuesday 7pm, September 8, 2015 

We meet at the Central Point Senior Citizens 
Center, 123 N 2nd Street in Central Point. 

Click here for directions 

 

Phil Baehne (above) showed us his donut plane.  
He bought it from Danny Stanton’s estate. 

 

Gary Neal displayed this ancient Du-Bro Shark 
(below), one of the earliest RC helicopters. 

July Meeting Highlights 

Turbine Taxi Test 

mailto:johng97525@msn.com
http://nicebadge.com/cart/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=2394_4739_4877&products_id=10630
mailto:calvinemigh@charter.net
mailto:rwasson2@hotmail.com
mailto:planner4u@aol.com
mailto:raymondog2@gmail.com
mailto:rogueriverdeb@hotmail.com
mailto:johng97525@msn.com
mailto:bmaerz@msn.com
mailto:kdmckee@q.com
mailto:medrico@earthlink.net
mailto:bruce@btemodels.com
mailto:planner4u@aol.com
mailto:ricklindsey1946@gmail.com
http://www.rogue-eagles.org
http://www.mapquest.com/maps?cat=central+point+senior+citizens+center&address=123+N+2nd+St&city=Central+Point&state=OR&zipcode=97502&redirect=true


VINTAGE R/C FLY-IN INFO - SEPTEMBER 4 & 5, 2015 
Join us for two days of relaxed flying of vintage R/C models and R/C assist old timers.  There is no 

flying competition, just fly when you want.  Eligible model designs must date back to 1979 or 

earlier.  If you are not sure if your model qualifies, give Bruce a call or send an email to find out 

for sure.  The field will be closed to all other types of models during the two-day event.  

Remember, this is not your usual weekend event - it is scheduled for FRIDAY and SATURDAY.  

There is no entry fee for the fly-in. 
 

NEW FOR 2015:  FLY A PLANE WITH REEDS 
In the 1950s and into the 60s, before proportional systems took over, RC pilots flew with reeds.  Reed transmitters did 

not have sticks, they had switches.  Flipping a switch gave full deflection on a control, so good pilots learned to flick 

the switches quickly to make smooth turns and maneuvers.  If all goes well, Bruce Tharpe will have a plane set up with 

a reed transmitter (hooked to a buddy box) and any registered pilot can give it a try.  This should be interesting! 
 

FOOD AND DRINKS 
There will be donuts and coffee provided each morning.  There will also be a cooler with water and sodas. No lunches 

are planned, so bring your own snacks. 
 

PILOTS CHOICE AWARD 
All pilots, whether registered for the event or not, will be allowed to vote for Pilots Choice.  Be prepared to spend a 

few minutes evaluating the entries and voting for your top three.  Only true VRCS-eligible models will be allowed to 

receive votes.  Note: Models that won in past years are no longer eligible for this award. 
 

VINTAGE SPIRIT AWARD 
The Vintage Spirit award will be decided by the Event Director alone.  The ED will use a variety of factors to help 

determine the winner, including the model’s uniqueness, use of vintage equipment and materials, and the modeler’s 

overall enthusiasm for the concept of the event. 
 

PILOTS ONLY RAFFLE 
The big prize this year is a Durafly Das Ugly Stik.  This amazing RTF is all foam 

and ready to fly - just add your receiver.  Wait until you see the motor!  Also 

being raffled is a completely-built (and well-used) Sunny Bipe, a vintage 

biplane design with an OS .25 engine and servos installed.  We will also have 

a $25 gift certificate for Al’s Hobby and other prizes.  The raffle is only open 

to pilots who register for the event with an eligible vintage R/C model.  The 

raffle is free - you cannot buy tickets.  Instead, you will receive a single raffle 

ticket when you register, and one additional ticket for each flight you make with a vintage R/C model during the event.  

The drawing will be  around noon on Saturday.  You do not have to be present to win. 
 

FINAL THOUGHTS 
 Registration is FREE.  Donuts, coffee, and drinks are FREE.  The Raffle is FREE. 

 A big part of this gathering is talking about the "good old days" of R/C.  Add to the fun by bringing out some vintage 

or antique radios, engines, or model plans to put on display. 

 If you have any questions or need more info, please contact the Event Director, Bruce Tharpe 541-582-1708. 

 

 RAFFLE PRIZE 

DAS UGLY STIK 

mailto:bruce@btemodels.com


AUGUST 
29&30 

 

SHOW STARTS AT 
12:00 NOON EACH DAY 

RADIO-CONTROLLED MODEL 

v 

CANDY DROP 

FOOD ON SITE  VICTORY DOGS 

SNOOPY 

WARBIRDS 

JETS - RACERS - PLANE RAFFLE 
MUCH, MUCH MORE! 

STUNTS 

Al’s 
Cycle and Hobby 

Admission is free, but a donation of $5/adult or $10/car is 
requested.  100% of the gate is donated to the Children’s 
Miracle Network (Asante Rogue Regional Medical Center). 

Directions:  HWY 62 north to HWY 140, turn right and drive 
3.5 miles.  Turn right on E Antelope Road, drive past Stone 
Ridge Golf Course, follow signs to Agate Skyways. 

Event Support Provided by: 

Great Family Show for All Ages! 


