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Jerry Stinson had a good time at the Chili
Dog FlyFly-In on New Years Day. That’s his
Carbon Z Cub in the foreground. The plane
he is holding is a fast little electricelectric-powered
pylon racer. Jerry is our 2014 Pylon Racing
Champ. More pics from the flyfly-in inside.

Photo by Bruce Tharpe

By Club Prez, Calvin Emigh . . . Throttle Up!
H A P P Y N E W Y E A R 2 0 15 !
First and foremost, it is a privilege to serve your club and our members as your
new President. Over the past few years I have been very, very fortunate and
blessed to develop friendships with many of you. If I have not had the
opportunity to meet you, I look forward to the opportunity very soon!
I want to sincerely thank our outgoing board members for all you have done
for our club. The accomplishments achieved and challenges overcome are second to none. Fantastic job
Gents!! I also would like to pay my respects and remember those members who are no longer with us. It
was their vision, legacy, and lessons taught that each of us must build upon as a club, learn from as club
members, and pass along to our next generation “Eagle”!
We have so much to be thankful for - a beautiful facility to fly at (arguably the best west of the Rockies),
great folks to talk shop with, and a wealth of knowledge that each member has to offer. The pool of talent
that our club represents is AMAZING!
The accomplishments by our prior leadership along with the individual efforts from each of our members
have left myself as well as our new board members with a clean slate. Our job is to ensure that integrity of
our bylaws are upheld and are in alignment with the best interest of our members and the Academy of
Model Aeronautics.
Here are a few things that I ask each of us to continue to be focused on and demonstrate:
 Pilot/Flight safety

 Collaboration

 Introduction and guidance for new members

 Ambassadorship

 Field maintenance by ALL members

 Engagement

Lastly, I want to thank Larry Meyers and every club member who attended our 2015 Chili Feed!! What a
wonderful event yet, once again. 
Also, please remember to renew your
Rogue Eagles and show proof of AMA
membership by the end of January. On
January 31st, the gate combination will be
changed to ensure that only current
members have access.
Thanks everyone,
Calvin

- GO DUCKS!!!!

Upcoming Events

JAN

5

Indoor Flying
(Monday)

Medford Armory Al’s Hobbies
541-772-5880

7

2015 “Ice Breaker”
(Wednesday)

Henrys Winery
in Sutherlin

26

Indoor Flying
(Monday)

Medford Armory Al’s Hobbies
541-772-5880

FEB

14

Polar Bear Fun-Fly
and Swap Meet

Myrtle Creek
Airport

Bruce Harlow
541-863-1920

MAR

14

Swap Meet
McMinnville

Yamhill County
Fairgrounds

Larry Miller
503-472-4987

21

Swap Meet
Grants Pass

Josephine Co.
Fairgrounds

Len Barker
541-761-8698

25-26

IMAC Contest

Agate Field

Jay Strickland
541-830-7976

APR

Bob Campbell
1-541-530-3843

Full 2015 Event Calendar is available online Click Here

2014 Christmas Party
December 6 - Twin Creeks Retirement Home
The Rogue Eagles gathered one last time in
2014 for a bit of holiday cheer and a succulent
dinner of ham, spuds, salad, and more. Our
fearless leader, Jay Strickland, hosted the party and called it his
final official act as club president. Master of Ceremonies John
Gaines presented Jay with an Appreciation Award (right). It’s
hoped the plaque at least begins to express how much we have
appreciated his tireless efforts for our club.
Another highlight of the evening was the voting for our annual awards. Here’s your winners:

Jerry Stinson

Rob Merriman

Harvey Gilmore

Jay Strickland

Bruce Tharpe

FROM THE YOU -GOTTA-SEE-THIS DEPARTMENT

Know Before You Fly
Published by our friends at the FAA. Did you get a new
unmanned aircraft for the holidays? Stay off the naughty
list! Learn more: http://www.knowbeforeyoufly.org/
If You Get a Drone for Christmas

I wonder if clouds

Here’s a goofy response/parody of the FAA video. Well,
they call it a parody, but it actually re-states the current
rules as sung to “I’ll be Home for Christmas”.

ever look down on us

New GoPro Black Destroyed... in 4K!

and say, “Hey, look.

Beautiful and brutal display of what can happen when your
multi-rotor loses its GPS signal. The normal response is to
return home, but this one encounters an obstacle. Ouch.

That one’s shaped
like an idiot.”

Wine Anyone?
No, this is not a story abut wine. Well, sort of. During our
fall trip to Bandon, we stopped at the Bi-Mart in Winston
to stretch our legs and do some shopping. Carole, my
wife, always checks the wine shelves in stores. Carole
likes to collect wine bottles that have fun or unique labels.
The bottle she found at Bi-Mart had both.
Here are pictures of
Carole's wine rack and
one of her unique
bottles.
The story behind
Touchdown Red was
what got our
attention. Marc
Girardet, the
winemaker at
Girardet Wine Cellars,
faced an above
average challenge on
Story and photos by Jack Shaffer
a warm and sunny
day. That was to
land a small plane with an engine failure on the nearest
piece of smooth real estate available. This happened to be the southbound lanes of Interstate 5. A smooth
touchdown resulted and in the end it was a great day for everyone
involved. Marc's Touchdown Red is a wine to celebrate overcoming
challenges in our life and always have happy touchdowns.
I know you are still asking what this has to do with RC airplanes.
Having decided to do a story about Touchdown Red, I e-mailed
Girardet Vineyards & Winery to see if I could get additional labels.
Cara Early, marketing & sales, sent me some right away. Cara
explained that they had a local artist draw the whimsical rendition
of what happened that day. Giving this story some more thought, I
e-mailed Marc to learn more about the Girardet winemaker.
Must admit doing an interview via the Internet has been fun.
Wanted to get up to the vineyards and winery to meet Marc and
Cara, but the Christmas season is here and could not work in a trip. We will make it a point to visit them on our
next trip to Bandon. Here is his story as related by Marc:

"To answer a few questions and give you a bit more material - I am not married but I do have a 3-year-old
daughter, and she is appropriately named Amelia. She already has quite the interest in airplanes, and loves to
see me fly my current R/C model aircraft out of our vineyard pond. It is an electric twin engine PBY Catalina.
“I grew up in the vineyard and was mostly home schooled, and when I was younger I used to build solid balsa wood
free-flight gliders and launch them off the hill out over the vineyard. Thus began my learning of aerodynamics.

Wine Anyone?

...continued

“When I was 13 in 1983 I managed to save up money for a 2 channel radio control unit and installed that into a kit
-built 2-meter glider. I believe it was the Goldberg "Gentle Lady." Flying that was an immense thrill, and soon I
learned about slope lift and thermals Over the following years I built and crashed so many models I lost count,
but it has included gliders of all sorts, flying wings and gas powered as well as electric models.
“When I was 16 I acquired a copy of a private pilot flight manual and read it from beginning to end, but never had
the money for flight lessons until I turned 35, in 2010. At that time I scored 98% on my written exam and
passed my check ride for certification with just 47 hours of flight time. I never expected to be in an emergency
situation like I was in the summer of 2013, but like Captain Sullenberger, I credit my experience with gliders to be
invaluable in keeping the airplane under control.
“I finally got my full-size Cessna Cardinal RG repaired and back in the air this fall. It feels good to go up again
and I plan to resume using it to travel around the western states. My friend who was with me at the time of the
emergency still refuses to get back in the airplane, however.
“I used to think I wanted to be a computer programmer, and studied that at the local community college. But I
realized staring at a computer screen all day doesn't excite me. When I was 19 I told my parents I wanted to
follow them in the business, and haven't looked back since. And as my dad relates me saying when I was 5, when
asked why I might want to have a vineyard someday, I told him "because then I can eat all the grapes that I want!
“Hopefully that helps. I would love to hear a little more about your group and stay in touch with people that are
into R/C. Marc"
I will stay in touch with Marc and keep him up to date on our club activities. I have our bottle of Touchdown Red
on a shelf with our collection of NASCAR diecast cars and below a couple of our airplanes.
Marc and Cara

My favorite part of this story is Marc telling us that his
daughter's name is Amelia and she is interested in airplanes.
Just doesn't get any better than that.

Jack Shaffer

Click Here for More Info About Giradet Winery
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CHILI DOG FLY-IN
Howie Simmons

Ron Kelso

Mel Harder

John Gaines
Richard Pekarek

On New Years Day, Rogue Eagles
club members gathered at the field
to demonstrate their two greatest
skills: Flying and Feasting!

Dale McQuiston

photos by Bruce Tharpe

Many thanks to Larry Myers for
organizing another fun event. See
more photos on the website...

Chuck Ammerman

Hog Bipe by Rod Elledge

Beginners Corner

How to REALLY Check Your Batteries

by Bruce Tharpe

Model airplanes crash for a lot of reasons, but battery issues rank right near the top. Just like your planes, batteries require
attention and maintenance. You don’t want to just charge them and forget about it. That goes for your transmitter batteries too.
This article and the form on the next page are focused primarily on traditional receiver and transmitter batteries, not the big LiPos
that are used for electric power. Most of us glow and gas flyers still use NiCad and NiMh batteries for our radio systems. I’m still a
big NiCad fan. They are robust, relatively cheap, and they are easy and safe to charge. Yes, they are heavier than LiFe batteries,
but the extra weight is often needed to balance the model anyway. NiMh batteries share many of the same traits.
A very common method for checking your batteries is to attach an Expanded Scale Voltmeter (ESV) before each flight to check the
voltage. That’s okay, but it doesn’t tell you much about the battery’s true condition. A voltage check could possibly catch a battery
that has failed for some reason between flights, which can happen, but is extremely rare. I don’t do battery voltage checks before
any flight. Instead, I take a “big picture” approach to battery care and maintenance.
It starts with buying quality batteries from trusted suppliers like the radio manufacturers themselves or battery specialists like
ElectroDynamics or SR Batteries. They typically use top quality cells from Sanyo, and they are assembled to high standards. Before
they are ever used in a model, I like to cycle them several times to check their capacity. So this brings us back to the title of this
article. What you really want to check and watch over time is the capacity of your batteries.
Unfortunately, there’s no plug-in meter that instantly reads battery capacity. This is a test you need to do at home using a charger
with a battery cycling function. The trick is to cycle your batteries regularly, as much as once a month, and keep track of the
capacity. Problem is, I have a lot of batteries and a terrible memory. So I developed the form on the next page to help. Every
battery I buy gets its own unique number and a form. All of the forms are kept in a binder for quick reference. The ID number is
written on the battery with a Sharpie. Once it is wrapped in foam, I write the number somewhere on the outside so it can be seen
when installed in the model.
At the right is a sample form that has been filled out. Over
the years, you can see the capacity has slowly dropped from
2163 mAH to 1953 mAH. That’s to be expected. I’ve learned
that most brand new batteries do not come up to their rated
capacity, and I’m okay with them until they test out to about
70% of the rated capacity.
Some guys automatically replace all of their batteries after
two or three years in service. I will use them for much
longer, like six years or more as long as the capacity is okay.
Notice that all of these capacity checks are done by starting
with a full charge. It’s also really helpful to know how much
capacity is used during a typical flight. You do that by flying
once or twice, then charge the battery from that point to see
how much capacity was used (again, you need a charger with
a readout). Divide that by the number of flights performed
and you will have a rough idea of how much capacity is used
per flight.
For example, lets say you fly your .40-size trainer twice. You
take it home, charge it, and see that it took 150 mAH to fully
charge. That means you are using about 75 mAH per flight. If
the battery capacity is 600 (which you know from cycling, not
the rating), then you are “safe” to make eight flights. Safer
yet would be to re-charge after five or six flights.
Well, I’ve written nearly a page about battery care and feel
like we have just scratched the surface. There is much more
to learn and know about the batteries we use, including
lithium types. A great source for info is the manual for the
Triton2 charger. Here’s the .pdf download.
You can print out the form on the next page and start using it right away, or modify it to suit your preferences. This is just one
man’s method of staying on top of things. Got something to add? I would love to hear from other club members with their tips
and techniques for maintaining all of their batteries. If there’s enough input, I can do a follow-up article next month. It’s an
important topic for modelers of all skill levels. Oh, and if you need a good charger, check with Al’s Hobbies in Medford!

Battery Log

Unique ID # ___________________

Charger Memory # __________
Rec. Discharge Rate ________

Battery Type __________________

Rated Capacity _________ mAh

Number of Cells _______________

70% Capacity __________ mAh

Cell Size _____________________

Rec. Cutoff Voltage _________
Notes: ___________________

Cell Designation _______________

Purchased From ________________

_________________________

Batt Configuration ______________

Purchased At ___________________

_________________________

Connector Type ________________

Purchase Price _________________

_________________________

Shrink Wrap Color ______________

Purchase Date _________________

_________________________

Usage History _____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________

DATE

CYCLER

TIME

CAPACITY CHARGING METHOD / COMMENTS

Club Merchandise

Officers and Staff

These items are usually
available at the meetings.
For more info, call Phil
Baehne at 541-727-7059

President
Calvin Emigh 541-951-5055
calvinemigh@charter.net
Vice President
Ray Wasson 541-855-7541
rwasson2@hotmail.com
Secretary
Larry Cogdell 541-840-1514
planner4u@aol.com
Treasurer
Ray Wasson, Jr. 541-973-7139
raymondog2@gmail.com
Board Members at Large
Dave Bartholomew 541-846-6900
dave@wingsofgold.com
John Gaines 541-951-1947
johng97525@msn.com
Larry Maerz 541-826-4536
bmaerz@msn.com
Safety Coordinator
Rick Nunes 541-301-2801
ricknunes1980@yahoo.com
Event Coordinator
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832
ricklindsey1946@gmail.com

Club Info Page
For information about the club, how to join,
past newsletters, photos, and much more,
please visit the Rogue Eagles website.
www.rogue-eagles.org

Meeting Information
The next General Membership Meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, January 13, 2015.
We meet at the Central Point Senior Citizens
Center, 123 N 2nd Street in Central Point.
Click here for directions .

Santa Retired?

Newsletter Editor
Bruce Tharpe 541-582-1708
bruce@btemodels.com
Public Relations
Larry Cogdell 541-840-1514
planner4u@aol.com
Field Maintenance
Gary Croucher 541-664-1133
gmcstreetrod@msn.net
Gary Neal 541-476-6159
cruisin60s@charter.net
Webmaster
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832
ricklindsey1946@gmail.com
Chief Flight Instructor
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832
ricklindsey1946@gmail.com

No, not Santa Clause. That’s Rick Lindsey
who has served the club for several years as
Webmaster, Event Coordinator, and Chief
Flight Instructor. He’s hanging on to the web
gig, but the other jobs are now up for grabs.
Thanks Rick for all of the time and effort you
have contributed to the Rogue Eagles!

Order New-Style (Top)
John Gaines 541-951-1947
Order Old-Style (Bottom)
online nicebadge.com

