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“There is a fifth dimension, beyond that which is known to man. It is a 
dimension as vast as space and as timeless as infinity. It is the middle 
ground between light and shadow, between science and superstition.” 

- Rod Serling 

 

Our Public Relations officer, Larry Cogdell, ponders the vast infinity of 
space and time, and perhaps contemplates the meaning of life itself.  
Either that, or he’s heading out for another flight with his F-18 EDF jet. 



ALL THUMBS - FROM THE PREZ’S CHAIR 

My name is Jay Strickland and I approve this message 
 

As my time as the President of the Rogue Eagles is winding down I can’t 
help but reflect on the changes and accomplishments of the club during 
the last three plus years. A great deal of what I felt should be our agenda 
has been realized. I thought I would go back and use an excerpt from my 
first column to provide some perspective. Here is what I wrote: 

I find myself the acting president of our beloved RC club. I suppose now I must have an agenda, a vision 
if you will. After giving it a great deal of thought, I guess my program is that everyone operate 
(relatively) safely with consideration and courtesy to your fellow club members and that everyone 
thoroughly enjoy our hobby using the club as a resource. In addition we all must act and do the things 
that bring positive light upon our hobby and our club. That being the theme, here are a few details: 1.) 
The runway. We all know the runway has seen better days and must be given priority in thought, funds 

and effort. Really, it is the basis for everything we 
do as a flying club and must be treated as our 
capital investment. If you think about it, if all we 
had was some kind of runway and nothing else, we 
would still be able to enjoy our hobby. 2.) 
Consideration and courtesy to your fellow 
modelers. That sounds so simple yet can be so 
hard. Believe me I am not excluding myself, I’ve 

had my moments. I always admire the soft spoken fellow who considers everyone’s position on an issue 
calmly and maybe even compromises his own operations to allow another to feel more safe or 
comfortable with their exposure. No matter how right you are, respecting one another is more right. 3.) 
Public perception and our image as modelers, this has to be a 24/7 job for all of us. In these times of 
trouble with terrorism and possible new FAA restrictions, flying field losses or just plain funding issues, 
how we are seen as a group can help with solutions or be our downfall. 4.) I believe we also must be 
more aligned with charities. I would like to form a standing committee to explore this and the public 
relations opportunities that go hand in hand.  

Having said all of that let me go on record as saying we have a really great club filled with some really 
great talented people. Some of you are just a lot of fun to be 
around and I think we can make this whole thing even better! 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank all of you Rogue 
Eagles who were devoted to and worked tirelessly to make 
our club better for all of us and future aeromodelers. It has 
been my privilege to have worked with the Executive Board 
who effected so much positive change. I thank you men 
especially! Now what I want to know is, who is going to make 
the coffee? See you at the Christmas party, that is all for now, 

 Grandog out. 

Welcome to the Rogue Eagles! 

We have two new members this month… 
 

Mike Freeburg  from Grants Pass 

Ray Wasson, Jr.  from Central Point 

 



PLACE 7-11 TIME SPOT LANDING BLIND TAXI BOMB DROP OVERALL 

1 Jerry Stinson Kai Aiello Bruce Tharpe Jerry Stinson Bruce Tharpe 

2 Ray Wasson Bruce Tharpe Kevin Parker Kai Aiello John Gaines 

3 Bruce Tharpe Tim Agee Ron Kelso Bruce Tharpe Jerry Stinson 

4 John Gaines John Gaines John Gaines Paul Stark Kai Aiello 

5 Paul Stark Larry Cogdell Dave Bartholomew Bill Y. Larry Cogdell 

6 Larry Maerz Ron Kelso Larry Cogdell Larry Cogdell Ray Wasson  T-6 

7 Tim Agee Jerry Stinson Larry Maerz Ray Wasson Paul Stark  T-6 

8 Bill Y. Ray Wasson Bill Y. Ron Kelso Ron Kelso 

9 Larry Cogdell Bill  Y. Kai Aiello John Gaines Bill Y. 

10 Eric Dziura Eric Dziura Ray Wasson Dave Bartholomew Larry Maerz 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Fun Fly / Pot Luck   October 11 

 

Quick Report:  Beautiful day, great food, and goofy events.  If you weren’t there, 

you shoulda been!  Jay “Grandog” Strickland once again came through with a 

smoothly-run, well-organized fun fly, and he even cooked up the hot dogs and 

polish dogs for lunch.  Kudos Jay!  Ye Olde Editor managed to squeak out the 

overall victory, but went home with a crunched plane.  Oh the humanity… 
 

Bruce’s Tips for Fun Fly Success 

1.  Have a lot of luck. 

2.  Bring a plane you consider expendable 

3.  Don’t expend your plane until the last event is over (like me!) 

Eric “The Dervish” Dziura is a blur as he races 

to start his engine for the 7-11 timed event. 

EVENT 

REPORT 

EVENT 

REPORT 

Master 3D pilot Mark Tobin is focused on 

multi-rotors and aerial imagery these 

days.  Performed an impressive demo. 

Larry Cogdell organized the event and 

gave a thorough and entertaining talk 

on the history, the regulations, and the 

public perceptions of drones. 

DRONE PRESENTATION 

October 25 

The Rogue Valley Flying Club is a group 
of full-scale pilots who occasionally look 
for interesting outings or field trips to 
learn about all things aviation related.  
They were interested in drones, and 
they approached our PR officer, Larry 
Cogdell with the idea of doing some 
sort of presentation and demo.  Well, 
this is right up Larry’s alley and he did a 
masterful job of organizing and hosting 
the event.  This was certainly out of the 
ordinary for our club, but hopefully we 
can do more of this sort of thing. 

Drone pilot David Herbert did an aerial 
survey of our flying site with his DJI 
Phantom and should be providing us 
with some HD pics. 



 

 

 

No, this is not a story about Lincoln City, but about a fellow named Melvin Blanchard.  I first met Melvin last May.  
The girls at our hotel told me about the 60s Cafe that has model airplanes hanging from the ceiling.    On the day 
we went to check it out, Melvin, the builder of the planes, was having lunch at the cafe.  I met Melvin and he 
agreed to do an interview with me on our next visit to Lincoln City and here it is. 

Was not too sure how to do this story.  Melvin, as you will see, is a very interesting person. I bribed Melvin with 
lunch at the 60s Cafe.  Where else?  The hamburgers, 
shakes and service are at least five stars.  Melvin has 
been married for 48 years to Merry Ann.  They have a 
daughter, a son and seven grandkids.  

 Here is a photo (at right) of me with Melvin, and one of 
Melvin with Chamet, his favorite waitress.  Melvin is also 
an artist and the painting on the wall above them is of 
Chamet in a dress made by her mom for a local powwow. 

This is a mural Melvin did for the owner of the 60s Cafe.  
He told me that all but four of the characters in the 
mural actually work at the cafe. 

Melvin graduated from college and has an art degree.  He taught art at several institutions and enjoyed teaching 
art to young people.  

Here is a kaleidoscope of the airplanes (next page) Melvin has built and are hanging in the 60s Cafe.  Won't go 
into detail about them.  I'm sure you know what they are.  

Jack Shaffer Out and About 

Lincoln CityLincoln City  

A Visit with Melvin Blanchard 

 

continues... 

60s Cafe 

 4157 NW U.S. 101  

Lincoln City, OR 97367  



 

Jack Shaffer Out and About   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This picture tells the whole story 
about the artist side of Melvin.  
Should you ever visit the San Diego 
Air Museum, you will find this 
painting there.  The real painting 
that is in the museum is the 
smaller inserted picture.  Melvin 
imposed this on a copy of the real 
thing, but added photos of the real 
airmen that he painted in the lower 
left corner of the painting that is 
in the San Diego Air Museum.  
Hope I have that explained to you. 

Melvin began to model at the age 
of nine and got his pilot license in 
1968.  His love of airplanes grew 
from modeling airplanes to actually building two kit built airplanes.  I could write a book about the stories Melvin 
told me about his building of a Starduster Too and a Varieze Canard.  Melvin had a hangar at the airport located 
at Independence, Oregon. 

Lincoln CityLincoln City  

...continued 

 

continues... 



 

Jack Shaffer Out and About   

 

Melvin said the Starduster Too had a tail heavy problem, but with the addition of a starter motor and battery, 
the problem was resolved.  Melvin felt the Varieze was designed for people of a slight build.  Claimed the cockpit 
was the size you would find in glider.  Melvin's first flights in both planes were much like our models, a little trim 
here, a little trim there, and then it's happy flying. 

I always ask folks for an anecdote.  The one from Melvin is something all airplane modelers are familiar with, 
airplane safety.  It seem that back in the day, Melvin had just completed his Decathlon.  He and a buddy went to 
their local farm field flying site for a test flight.  Yep, somehow with the engine running, it got into Melvin's leg and 
did the usual thing props do.  Whap, Whap, Whap.   Melvin and his buddy did not think much of it, a little blood and 
not much more.  With this setback they decided to call it a morning and go have lunch at the 60s Cafe.  Pain set 
in during lunch and it was time to visit the hospital.  At the 
emergency room they explained that Melvin's leg had been cut by 
an airplane propeller.  The folks in the ER went into a panic mode.  
They had never treated anyone hit by an airplane.  I hope you see 
where this story is going.  These folks were thinking along the lines 
of a real airplane.  A doctor felt it was more likely that Melvin had 
been clawed by one of our big, bad bears.  One of the girls tending 
to Melvin was a member of his church.  He took this as a good 
sign and that all would be OK. 

On a closing note, there is no way to ever write a complete story 
abut Melvin.  He no longer flies or builds airplanes.  He told me his 
hands are too shaky.  You might doubt that when you visit him in 
the room he uses in his house as his painting studio.  This is one 
of his paintings hanging on the wall (at right, top) 

I already own the painting he is touching up and will bring it home 
on our next visit to Lincoln City. 

If you ever visit Lincoln City, treat yourself to the 60s Cafe and 
say hi to Melvin. 

Lincoln CityLincoln City  ...continued 

 

Jack Shaffer 

Thought you might like 

to see this interesting 

new full-scale 

amphibian being 

developed in Delaware. 

click here for more info 

http://www.mvp.aero/airplane/


About Jason’s Model 

Jason sent the following info:  “The plane was built from a short kit from Eureka 

Aircraft. I went with the foam wing option and put cap strips to simulate a build up 

wing. The plans were downloaded from as a .PDF from  the Outerzone website. 

Covering is Ultracote. The engine is a Veco .61 with the original flow through muffler. 

The plane came out at 5.5 pounds, the Veco has no problem pulling it around. Radio 

is a Futaba 2.4 GHz.”  Thanks Jason! 

 

 

Sun Fli 4 History 
Like many designers in the 60’s, Joe Bridi developed his planes 

through two or more interations and numbered each of them 

separately.  The Sun Fli was his first family of pattern designs.  

Info on the first two models is scarce.  Sun Fli 3 was published in 

RC Modeler, June 1968, and Sun Fli 4 followed in the July 1969 

issue of RC Modeler.  Bridi went on to kit the Sun Fli 4 and its 

follow-up, the Sun Fli 5.  Joe gained a following with this model, 

particularly on the west coast, and he and many other pilots flew 

the Sun Fli designs to victory in lots of local contests. 

 

Sun Fli Resources 

Download free plans for the Sun Fli 4 from Outerzone 

Information about the kit available from Bluejay Airplane Kits 

Information about the short kit available from Eureka Aircraft Co. 

PARADE OF PATTERN SHIPS - PART 2  by Bruce Tharpe 

2014 Was the Year of the Pattern Ship at the VRCS Fly-In.  Not only were the planes beautiful and good flyers, they each contributed to the 
evolution of RC aircraft design.  Let’s continue our look at the models and the history behind their design, presented here in chronological order. 

About Richard’s Model 

Many of you have probably seen this beautiful yellow bird at several fly-ins over the past couple 

of years.  And that includes float flies when Richard replaces the landing gear with a set of floats.  

What you may not know is that it is a Kwik-Fli, a famous vintage pattern ship designed by the 

even-more-famous Phil Kraft.  The biggest downer at the VRCS fly-in was that this distinctive 

model was lost in a mid-air collision. 

 

Kwik-Fli History 

Phil Kraft is probably best remembered as the founder and president of Kraft Systems.  In their 

day, Kraft made the most advanced, most user-friendly, and most reliable R/C radios on the 

market.  But he was far more than an electronics wizard and successful business man.  He was a 

magnificent model airplane designer and a world-class R/C pilot.  He designed perhaps the most 

famous model of all time, the Ugly Stick.  But for pure aerobatic competition, he developed the Kwik-Fli which evolved through several variations.  

The original and the Kwik-Fli II were published in RC Modeler (1963 and 1964).  By far the most 

famous and popular version was the Kwik-Fli III which appeared in the February 1968 issue of 

Model Airplane News.  The Kwik-Fli III was kitted by Top-Flite in the US and later by Graupner 

in Germany.  Phil became world champion with the model in 1967, and won the US Nationals in 

‘67 and ‘68. 

 

Kwik-Fli Resources 

Purchase plans for the Mk III from Model Airplane News, $19.95 

Download free plans for the Graupner kit version from Outerzone 

Download free plans for the reduced-size Flea-Fli from Outerzone 

Download free plans for the slightly-larger Flea-Fli+10 Midwest kit from Outerzone 

Short Kit available from Laser Design Services 

Short Kit available from Lazer Works (scroll down to Mark III Kwik-Fli) 

 

 

http://www.outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=3946
http://www.bridiairplanes.com/hangar/sunfli4.html
http://www.eurekaaircraft.com/plan_kits/sunfli4.htm
http://www.airagestore.com/planes/kwik-fli-mk-iii.html
http://www.outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=4440
http://www.outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=2407
http://www.outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=2407
http://store.laser-design-services.com/index.php?main_page=product_info&products_id=236
http://lazer-works.com/man.html


PARADE OF PATTERN SHIPS continued... 

About Dennis’ Model 

Dennis has brought this fine Super Kaos out to the last two 

VRCS events, and it looks like a great-flying model.  Power 

is an OS .65AX which helps it blast around with authority. 

 

Kaos History 
The Kaos family was Joe Bridi’s follow-up to the Sun-Fli series.  The very first Kaos 

was published in the February 1970 issue of RC Modeler.  RCM also published the 

Super Kaos in May 1973.  The Super is no larger than the original, both were 

designed for .61 power.  According to the article in RCM, Joe made a lot of minor 

improvements and aesthetic changes to the original design. 

 

It appears that Bridi moved away from the numbering system with the Kaos family, instead using adjectives and modifiers to set each design 

apart.  After the Super Kaos came the Super Kaos Jr., the Kaos 40, the Super Kaos 60, the Super Kaos 40, the Kaos 90, and more.  Most of these 

were kitted by Bridi himself, then later by Great Planes who bought him out.  Bridi kits today are 

manufactured by Bluejay Airplane kits, but it appears they do not have any Kaos models in their 

line.  My guess is that Great Planes insisted on keeping the Kaos name (with a “K”) to themselves.  

Later designs use the standard spelling, including the Killer Chaos, Big Chaos, and Utter Chaos. 

 

One constant throughout the series is the airfoil and basic wing design. which are credited with 

making the Kaos a gentle, easy flyer at low speed and and all-out aerobat when pushed.  Great 

Planes developers went on to use the Kaos wing design for their popular Ultra Sport kits and ARFs. 

 

Kaos Resources 

Download free plans for the Super Kaos from Outerzone (59” span) 

Download free plans for the Super Kaos Jr. from Outerzone (52” span) 

Information about the Kaos short kits available from Eureka Aircraft Co. 

Information about the Bridi kits available from Bluejay Airplane Kits 

Information about the Kaos 40 ARF available from Tower Hobbies 

to be continued...to be continued...  

 

 

 

 

Larry “Mr. October” Cogdell had himself a month now!  He flew at the 

fun fly, was master of ceremonies at the drone presentation, and more.  

The photo at left shows Larry presenting checks totaling over $2,500 to 

Kevin Bendaw, Program Development Officer, for the Children's 

Miracle Network here in Medford from our August air show.  

Earlier in the month, Larry, along with Rich DeMartini and Dave 

Bartholomew, gave a talk to a group of kids and adults who are 

members of the Southern Oregon Home School Association.  

There were about 40 or 

50 people there.  It lasted 

about two hours with 

discussion, exhibitions, 

and flight demonstrations 

along with the kids on the 

flight simulator.  This is all 

great PR for the Rogue 

Eagles.  Way to go, guys! 

Eagle Eye... 
Observations from 
around the club 

 

http://www.outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=5523
http://www.outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=5365
http://www.eurekaaircraft.com/plan_kits/kaos.htm
http://www.bridiairplanes.com/hangar/index.htm
http://www3.towerhobbies.com/cgi-bin/wti0001p?&I=LWL170&P=ML


Larry Maerz has been working in his hidden 
cave for years on this Grumman F6F Hellcat, 
and decided the October general meeting was 

the right time to show her off for the first 
time.  He built it from Ziroli plans using parts 
cut by Precision Kit Cutters.  It has a DA-85 
for power, Sierra Precision retracts, and its 
finished with glass and paint.  Outstanding! 

Club Merchandise 
These items are usually 

available at the meetings.  
For more info, call Phil 

Baehne at 541-727-7059 

Order New-Style (Top) 
John Gaines 541-951-1947 

Order Old-Style (Bottom) 
online nicebadge.com 

 

Officers and Staff 
 

President  
Jay Strickland 541-855-7161  

strickdog@q.com 

Vice President  
Alan Littlewood 541-362-3731  
alan_littlewood@charter.net 

 

Secretary  
Alan Littlewood 541-362-3731  
alan_littlewood@charter.net 

 

Treasurer  
Eric Dziura 541-857-2862 

eric.dziura@gmail.com 
 

Board Members at Large  
Dave Bartholomew 541-846-6900 

dave@wingsofgold.com 
 

John Gaines 541-951-1947 
   johng97525@msn.com 

 

Larry Maerz 541-826-4536 
   bmaerz@msn.com 

 

Safety Coordinator  
Rick Nunes 541-301-2801 

ricknunes1980@yahoo.com 
 

Event Coordinator  
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832  

ricklindsey1946@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Bruce Tharpe 541-582-1708 

bruce@btemodels.com 
 

Public Relations  
Larry Cogdell 541-840-1514  

planner4u@aol.com 
 

Field Maintenance  
Gary Croucher 541-664-1133 

   gmcstreetrod@msn.net 
 

Gary Neal 541-476-6159  
   cruisin60s@charter.net 

 

Webmaster  
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832  

ricklindsey1946@gmail.com 
 

Chief Flight Instructor  
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832  

   ricklindsey1946@gmail.com 

Club Info Page 
For information about the club, how to join, 

past newsletters, photos, and much more, 

please visit the Rogue Eagles website. 

www.rogue-eagles.org 

 

 

Meeting Information 
The next General Membership Meeting is 

scheduled for Tuesday, November 11, 2014.  

We meet at the Central Point Senior Citizens 

Center, 123 N 2nd Street in Central Point. 

Click here for directions . 

 

 

Seen at the Last Meeting 
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