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We got us a runway!

Photo by Larry Cogdell

ALL THUMBS - FROM THE PREZ’S CHAIR
My name is Jay Strickland and I approve this message
The new 600 foot runway is now almost installed. I say almost because
due to the fact that the asphalt had to be thicker in certain spots (due to
soft soil) we did not have enough mix to finish. We do have a 45 x 600
foot section complete and useable. The fourth 15 foot panel needs a little
over 200 more feet to complete. This will take approximately 50 tons
more asphalt and when it is laid, it will be seamless. The runway came out
beautifully, nicely crowned and very smooth. Knife River did an expert job of paving with some
difficult conditions! We also owe Steve and his crew at the County a debt of gratitude for all the hard
work and help they put in. I flew off of the surface on Sunday and it was like a dream! We now have
the job of building a new ramp and framing the runway (when the last paving is done). I feel that we
are very close to being the premier RC flying site in the Pacific Northwest! I want to express my thanks
to all the club members who have patiently waited and put up with the inconveniences while this
project gets completed. I think everyone will
agree, it was worth the hardship and effort! We
will need to raise the funding to finish the last
asphalt panel and this will be a topic at the
We have two returning members this month…
general membership meeting on 8 July.

Welcome to the Rogue Eagles!
Matthew Cody from Medford
Jason Snyder from Medford

Great job Larry Myers for getting an event in
the books! Larry went ahead and had the IMAA
event even though we weren’t sure, in fact we
And we have two new members this month…
thought we wouldn’t have pavement. The
turnout was predictably low but the event was
Taylor Dent from Medford
held on very fresh asphalt! It looks like the next
Brody Bramscher from Ashland
scheduled (re-scheduled) event will be John
Gaines’ Warbird Fly-In on 19, 20 July. I will be
returning from Germany on the 19th so hopefully I will get a bird’s eye view of the field activity!
Please do not take any vehicles out on the new runway. Even though it is much stronger than the old
strip, it was not designed for vehicle traffic load. This runway should with proper care last all our
lifetimes and it is our obligation to future Southern Oregon modelers to make sure it does. Watch out
for Hornets in Falcons!

The Rogue Eagles Annual Charity Airshow is just around
the corner in August. It’s never too soon to start thinking
about what you might want to fly as an act or possibly
help out with one of a hundred different manpower
needs. Contact Larry Myers (Airshow Boss) 541-770-3390
and let him know you can help!
That is all for now, Grandog out.

Control Line and the Roundabouters
Now, I would bet dollars to donuts that most of you Eagles have flown a control line airplane. Who among you has
not been bit by a Cox 049 engine. In my neck of the woods, our group of control line flyers was known as the
roundabouters. Back in the day, I ran with some guys who would fly
anything attached to two lines.
I will try my best not to get ahead of myself with this story. I will start
with my youth and my trusty box of old photos. As best I can tell, my
first control line plane was this biplane. I enjoyed may flights attached to
this plane. I learned a lot about the does and don'ts of control line flying,
like not to fly it into the side of a school bus, or have the limb of an apple
tree get it.
Shortly after this picture was taken, I lost interest in model airplanes. I
discovered girls, sports, cars and doing part time jobs my dad seemed to
find, like painting our neighbor's house or digging french drains, etc. I
renewed my love affair with airplanes when I joined the Air Force and worked on KC135s and B52Gs.
OK, I bored you enough with my history Let's move on to these
charming young girls.
Heather and Lindsay were neighbors and would spend endless
hours in my garage helping to build airplanes. I had gone back to
flying control line planes and the girls wanted to have a go at it.
Yes, they picked out the model and kit and built the planes.
They learned how to fly them and became accomplished pilots.
Flying control line
airplanes knows no age
limit. Check out this young pilot, a future control line champion.
This is my buddy, Steve Wilcox (right), showing off his favorite control line
plane. Steve is an outstanding builder and has a need for speed.
This is a scratch built plane (below) by Doug Kebert, one of my friends.
Doug was a gifted builder of
control line planes. He had
designed and built a P38, but
it was destroyed before I could
capture it on film.
Let me tell you what not to do
if you gather the Roundabouters for a control line contest. I was always in charge of our
contests. Somewhere in the gray matter of my mind, I decided we would
have a balloon busting event.
I would provide the balloons. Excitement was running high with my fellow
Roundabouters. They could hardly wait for the contest to start.

continues...…

Control Line and the Roundabouters

...continued

Contestant number one gave his balloon a good go. He hit the balloon and his plane came down in a heap. Same
for contestant number two. The roundabouters are starting to give the contest director nasty looks. Me, being
the contest director, decided it best to get to the bottom of this problem. Yep, you got it. Don't use those
super duper mylar type balloons. They will do more harm than good.
For those Eagles who have never flown control line airplanes, the May AMA Magazine had a great story,
Beginner's Guide to Control Line. I found this to be a good refresher for myself since I have not flown control line
for many years.
Earlier this year, while visiting Bruce to check out BTE, I saw a
familiar plane hanging on the wall. It is an F-86 Sabre powered by a
Dyna-Jet and, of course, it's control line.
Here's an old picture of Bruce (right, with hair). Bruce told me he
built the model with his dad, Bruce, Sr. The second photo shows the
finished F-86..
Some years ago, a group of fellow Eagles made a trip up to
Roseburg for a West Coast Control Line Event. It was great to
see the competition among the pros. We were also
treated that day to see Bruce, Sr. fly this
spectacular F-86. The Eagles who drove up to
Roseburg stopped at Quines Creek along I-5 and had
breakfast at Heaven on Earth Restaurant. Yum,
what a way to start the day.
Don't let your lines get crossed,

Jack Shaffer

RANDOM STUFF STARTS HERE
Thoughts and Photos by Bruce Tharpe
Doug McKee brought his new turbine engine to the June meeting for show and tell.
It’s a KingTech K-100G which will put out 22 lbs. of thrust at 142,000 max rpm. He
bought his airframe, a PST Reaction ARF, a few months ago. Next up is the retracts,
wheels, and brakes. The plan is to get the turbine running on a test stand, and
slowly finish the model for flights next year.
KingTech is still the new kid on the block in the turbine world, but all reports have
been positive and several hot shot jet jocks have endorsed them. This one features
kerosene start (older-design turbines use propane for starting, then switch over to
kero). KingTech turbines are less expensive than other brands. The cost of Doug’s
K-100G was a little over $2000.

RANDOM STUFF CONTINUES
Speaking of jet jocks, my old friend Chuck Bower stopped in at BTE earlier this
month. You may recognize him as the current AMA VP for District 11. He’s from
Whidbey Island in WA, a hot spot for turbine pilots in the Northwest. Turns out his
in-laws live in Gold Hill, so he was visiting the area with his wife. Chuck recently
replaced Mike Mossbrooker as District VP, so he’s only been on the job for a few
months. The term is up this year which means he has to decide soon whether to
run in the upcoming election. As you can imagine, there are a lot of pros and cons
to the high-level position. You’ve got MY vote, Chuck! Oh, and yes, he did leave my
shop with a BTE kit under his arm...

The day after our new runway was paved, the club hosted our annual IMAA fly-in for
big birds. Here’s a nice shot of Alan Littlewood’s trusty DeHavilland Chipmunk
starting a smooth fly-by. It was great fun watching guys make their first flights from
the new slab of asphalt. Most agreed - the runway works!

This nifty little Grumman G-44 Widgeon was another show-and-tell at the June
meeting. Ron Kelso won it at the Float Fly last April. It’s a Great Planes ARF with
electric power. Ron spiffed it up with some custom graphics on the wings that say
“Stanton’s Air Charters”. A small graphic above the windshield reads “Danny Boy.”
Of course, it’s a tribute to the late Danny Stanton. The plane was donated to the
raffle by Danny’s daughter, Cindy Henderson.

Early in June, I drove down to see some giant-scale aero-towing at the first annual
Montague Glider Festival. RC flying is banned at Siskiyou County Airport, so they
flew about a mile away on some property owned by Dean Gradwell. The sailplanes
were magnificent and the pilots showed some amazing skills. The tow plane pilot,
not so much… he gave his Hangar 9 Pawnee (DA-100) a beating on every landing.
Also ran into Ron McElliot from Al’s Hobbies who helped organize the event, and
club member Richard Pekarek also made an appearance.

Jim Lueken from Southern California has been in contact with me about attending
our VRCS event. He plans to bring his Taurus (shown here) and perhaps another
model. This is a great photo because it shows over fifty years of advancement in
aerobatic RC model design. I’m really looking forward to meeting Jim and seeing his
Taurus in action! Check out Jim’s website plansandthings.com

And so endeth the Random Stuff for this month

John Gaines built his beautiful 30% scale Grumman Lynx from plans. The project spanned about six years.
There were engineering challenges (nose wheel steering) and setbacks (took three canopies to get it just
right). But when he took it down to Castle Airport for its maiden flight, he put all that work behind him and
just did it! Congratulations, John, on one of the finest scale models to have emerged from our club in quite
some time. Wanna see it fly? Check out the YouTube video.

I married a guy with his mind in the sky,
And a heart full of wonderful plans.
But now I am told that those plans are controlled
By the little square box in his hands.

The planes that they pilot, are prone to run riot,
If it crashes they don’t seem to care.
With some balsa and glue and a gadget or two,
They soon have it back in the air.

He belongs to a group, a most curious troop,
Whose principal, it seems
Is to gather a crowd, and then gaze at a cloud
While clutching a box full of dreams.

Some planes have been known to take off on their own,
Sending pilots in hot hurried chase.
It’s a school of hard knocks, but they don’t blame the box,
And the wreck is brought home in disgrace.

They work night and day, but to them it is play,
They would rather fly airplanes than eat.
The weather won’t stay them, winds merely delay them,
For their stuff is too stern for defeat.

But I’ll stick by the man with the box in his hand,
Though it may put gray hairs on my head.
I will not complain, if it weren’t for that plane,
He’d probably chase women instead!

Author Unknown

Club Merchandise
We pause now for this cheerful infographic
provided by our friends at the FAA

These items are usually available
at the meetings. For more info,
call Phil Baehne at 541-727-7059

NEW

NEW

Club Information
Page
For information about the club, how to
join, past newsletters, and much more,
please visit the Rogue Eagles website .
www.rogue-eagles.org
The next General Membership Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday,
July 8, 2014. Meeting location is the Central Point Senior Citizens
Center, 123 N 2nd Street in Central Point. Click here for directions .
If you missed the last meeting, you missed a funny moment. Jay brought
a birthday cake to surprise our VP, Alan Littlewood. But Alan was a noshow due to illness, so we called
him up and everybody warbled
out “Happy Birthday to You”.
Then of course we went ahead
and ate his cake- seemed like
the right thing to do...

Officers and Staff
President
Jay Strickland 541-855-7161
strickdog@q.com
Vice President
Alan Littlewood 541-362-3731
alan_littlewood@charter.net
Secretary
Alan Littlewood 541-362-3731
alan_littlewood@charter.net
Treasurer
Eric Dziura 541-857-2862
eric.dziura@gmail.com
Board Members at Large
Dave Bartholomew 541-846-6900
dave@wingsofgold.com
John Gaines 541-951-1947
johng97525@msn.com
Larry Maerz 541-826-4536
bmaerz@msn.com
Safety Coordinator
Rick Nunes 541-301-2801
ricknunes1980@yahoo.com
Event Coordinator
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832

Upcoming Events
JUL

AUG

11-13

Warbirds Over the Pacific

Cottage Grove

Gus Phillips
541 643-9430

12-13

Float Fly

Lake Selmac

Art Kelly
541-472-9683

12

Pylon Race #4

Agate Field

Rich DeMartini
541-245-9858

19-20

Warbirds/Scale

Agate Field

John Gaines
541-951-1947

25-27

IMAA Big Bird Fly-In

Henry Estate
Winery

Bob Campbell
541-530-3843

9

Pylon Race #5

Agate Field

Rich DeMartini
541-245-9858

16-17

Rogue Eagles Airshow

Agate Field

Larry Myers
541-770-3390

ricklindsey1946@gmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Bruce Tharpe 541-582-1708
bruce@btemodels.com
Public Relations
Larry Cogdell 541-840-1514
planner4u@aol.com
Field Maintenance
Gary Croucher 541-664-1133
gmcstreetrod@msn.net
Gary Neal 541-476-6159
cruisin60s@charter.net
Webmaster
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832

22-24

Fun Fly

Klamath Glen

Sam Ellis
707-954-8284

ricklindsey1946@gmail.com

29-30

Vintage R/C Society Fly-In
FRIDAY-SATURDAY

Agate Field

Bruce Tharpe
541-582-1708

Chief Flight Instructor
Rick Lindsey 541-776-5832

Full 2014 Event Calendar is available online Click Here

ricklindsey1946@gmail.com

