The “Rogue Eagle” is a publication of the Rogue Eagles R/C Club, Medford Oregon - AMA 534

www.rogue-eagles.org

April 2011

In This Issue:
 President’s Message
 Meeting Minutes
 Member Profile
 Plane of the Month
 Last Flight Survivors
 FAA News

1

Treasurer’s report.
Werner, acting as treasurer announced what data he
had available. The Share account stands at $25.77.
The Money Maker is something over $2,342.87
where it stood at the last meeting. The Checking account is $9,024.94.

President’s
message

Treasury Check Book signatories
Joe described his visit to the bank and what they
would and would not do regarding processing of
checks. We also discussed the club policy and the
$300 limit that could be spent before the vote of the
club members was required to spend any more.

Hello, Rogue Eagles:
I hope you have wintered well and are ready to get
out and test-fly all of your new planes.
We are getting close to the beginning of our events
for the year. I hope you will go out and participate in
the activities of your particular flying interest.

Ultimately it was decided that it would be best if
checks could be signed be either the Treasurer, the
President or the Secretary as the circumstances warrant at the time. No other change is proposed.

We have enjoyed the attendance of our club meetings
and the interesting activities. We have some very important things to discuss at our April 12th meeting.
Please make every attempt to be there.

Charitable donations.
Another short discussion was held on this topic. It
was finally resolved to clarify that the Children’s
Miracle Network is the charitable institution that the
Rogue Eagles will continue to donate to and that 20%
of the net profit gained from the annual Air Show is
the amount that will be contributed.

We are building some tools to work on the runway
with. We will be moving ahead to improve the condition of our runway for this years' season.
Please help us keep the field clean, neat, and safe.

Air show raffle.
Joe asked for clarification on whether Phil Baehne
had donated both the Space Walker and the PT17 for
the raffle. It is everyone’s understanding that Phil
had kindly donated both.

Joe D.
General Meeting Minutes
March 22nd. 2011

Dog-on-Leash signs.
Gary Croucher announced that he has now erected
the signs at the field.

Opening:
The meeting was formally opened for business at 7.00
p.m. at the Central Point Senior Center by the President, Joe DeAscentis. There were eleven members
present.

Field maintenance.
Sam Arrigo queried whether we needed to keep duplicate copies of the work log statistics that we provide to the County. All agreed that we should keep
copies.

Meeting Minutes:
It was decided to omit the reading of the minutes at
this meeting. Joe stated that as the minutes are published on the club website for everyone to read, it was
redundant to read them out at the meeting. However,
if there is a request from the floor to read the minutes,
then we will do so.

Joe stated that a meeting was scheduled with Tom
Stiers and Steve Lambert at the County Offices on the
10th of April.
(continued on page 3)
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Runway surface.
Joe described the special “shoe” tool that he is making so that the effort can be made to treat the cracks in
the runway and smooth the surface around the cracks
with the blowtorch and “Shoes”.
Joe described the work plan in detail and as soon as
possible will experiment at the far end of the runway
first to see if it works out as hoped.
However, there is no doubt that what we need is for
the runway to be capped with new asphalt. This will
take $20,000 to $35,000 as previously reported, depending on what we do.

Meet Dave Bartholomew
So many RC planes, so little time .... and money. That seems to
be my motto these days.

Actually it may not be as difficult to raise this money
as one might first think. Donations and fund raising
events over a period of time might prove successful in
short order.

I retired from the San Jose California Police Department in 1994
after a 30 year career. I almost became a pilot instead of a cop
back in 1964 but stayed with my original vocational choice. The
profession treated me well and I have a nice retired life in the
Rogue Valley with my wife Linda. We live out in the Applegate. We are Snow-birds and for the past 12 years, we enjoy
Yuma Arizona where we live 5 months of the year. Here we are
called Winter Visitors. This year, due to a class reunion in San
Diego, we are staying until the end of May. I was all geared up
for the pylon racing and feel bad to miss half the season. I guess
I will just have to practice here in the continuous sunshine and
catch up starting with the June races.

Larry Masten had some ideas and sent a letter to Joe.
This letter was read to the meeting and very well received.
It was decided that a “Runway Restoration Committee” should be formed to take on the task of leading
the effort to reach the goal of a restored runway.

I began my involvement in the hobby the winter of 03-04. I
bought a Nexstar here in Yuma and was training under a couple
guys and then completed my solo when I returned to Medford. My solo was kind of interesting in that I had some bad
glow fuel and my plane kept quitting in the air. I made about 6
or 7 dead stick landings and Bob told me that I had passed my
solo. The first few years were kind of slow as I have another
passion hitting a little white ball around and that takes up a lot of
my time. I quit Golf again this winter and have devoted a lot of
time to my hobby. I also had a little fire in my garage/shop
which has set me back a couple months. Seems a Battery Tender charger plugged into a 110 socket shorted out and started a
small fire which then caught some LiPo batteries on fire. I was
able to put out the fire but lost about 5 planes because of the heat
and smoke.

Initial ideas suggested was to take approximately $7K
to $8K from our existing funds and place them into a
new bank account as seed money to get things started.
This money would be dedicated to this purpose only.
The committee will consist of six members. First volunteers are Paul Chapman, Larry Cogdell, Rick
Lindsey and Bill Grove. Two more members are to
be found
Cooking at the field.
Gary Croucher stated that it is necessary to have a
permit to be able to cook. He and his wife have the
permit, as does Debbie and Paul Starks. Therefore we
are in compliance with regulations and in good shape.

My interests are wide. I enjoy electric flight, glow and gas and
have planes in each medium. My number one enjoyment is float
flying. We have been float flying a couple days a week and I
have included a picture of my Maxford Neptune and me at Mittry Lake on the Colorado River. The Yuma Aeromodelers RC
club is very similar the Rogue-Eagles. We have a paved runway
and covered pit area. We enjoy sunshine about 95% of the year
but have to fight a little wind nearly every day. And, throughout this hobby, the people are the best part.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Thank You Dave - Ed
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Remember that before you can give away or dispose of any estate property, either the Court has to give you permission to do so, or the estate
administrator has to be empowered by the Court to do so.

Survivors of the Last Flight
by Dan Griffin
I stood in my RC workshop the other day wondering what was going to
happen to all my RC gear. Then it dawned on me—I will not have to
deal with any of this stuff when I slip the surly bonds. Even though I
plan to be around for a while longer, my family and friends will be left
with the task. Not knowing when that last flight may take place, we owe
them some guidance.
I have had the opportunity to assist many individuals in the disposal of
their worldly possessions. There are always some sobering considerations for them. Who gets what? How much is this or that item worth?
How is it all going to be distributed? When can it be distributed? Your
survivors will be grateful if such questions are answered for them prior
to your last flight.

The first items to go are the outright gifts to a person, organization, or
institution. The individuals or institutions should be contacted prior to
delivery to make arrangements. If you are giving items to museums,
schools or other institutions, they sometimes require documentation
before accepting the item and giving charitable contribution receipts.
I most often see RC estates offered first to the RCer’s fellow club members. You will get a bit more value for each item this way because of the
club members’ attachment to the person and his family. This is where
your lists and estimated values will really come in handy.
Next, there is the RC swap meet. This is where most estates go to dispose of the last items. However, you must bear in mind, most of us that
go to swap meets are looking to snag an item at so low a price that it is
considered a steal or a bargain too good to pass up. Practically, for your
estate, that means you are not going to get anywhere near fair market
price or hobby store prices for the items. For this reason, I suggested
you add a fair value swap meet price to each item on your lists. Don’t
unrealistically build your loved ones expectations of the value of your
RC gear.

Make a List
The first task you need to address is making a list of your treasures. In
fact, make several lists: one list for your ready-to-fly craft, another list
of your unfinished projects and kits, another of your electronics, and a
general items list with all your parts pieces and building materials. You
don’t need to list every nut, bolt, screw, and hinge. The goal of these
lists is for a person unfamiliar with the RC hobby to take the list, go into
your work shop, and identify each item on the list.

Sometimes, classified ads, on-line auctions, and RC swap sites can be
helpful. The big downside is that once the sale is made, someone has to
pack up and ship the items to the purchasers. This can be costly and
time consuming, so you may not want to put your family through it.

My longtime friend and fellow adventurer, George Sheffield, AMA
#9460, came up with a novel way to make his list and keep his friends
attentive. He will invite all his RC friends over to his house. They will
assist him in inventorying and making his lists. As a reward, each helpful friend will be put on a list to be given to George’s significant other.
When, as George says, the big day comes, each of the friends on the list
will be invited over to George’s workshop. Numbers will be put into his
old BAMS RC club hat. Each friend will draw a number. Then, in numerical order, each friend will be allowed to enter George’s RC hangar
and choose an item as a token of George’s friendship and esteem.

Make a Plan
No one really wants to sit around and contemplate the inevitable, but a
little PPP (proper prior preparation) will help your family and friends
make the necessary closure. Contact one or two of your RC buddies. Be
considerate and ask them if they would be willing to assist your family
when the time comes. Talk through your wishes. Most importantly, talk
to your significant other about your plan and where to locate the letter
of intent and your lists.

How Much is it Worth?
As you make the list, also give each item an estimated fair value you
would use at your favorite swap meet. Be realistic. Don’t give what you
think is the fair market value, or the imagined future value, or ascribe
any additional value to the item just because it has sentimental value to
you. Your family will be very grateful that you have done this. They
most likely will not have any idea what your stuff is worth or what to
ask for it when the time comes to sell it.

Update Your Lists
Every six months or so, sit down and review your letter of intent, lists,
and valuations. Things change, friendships end or fade, and new priorities arise and need to be addressed. Q
Dan Griffin, AMA #590996, has been involved in the legal profession
as a practicing attorney and adjunct professor for more than 22 years.
Now retired from active law practice, he is a member of District VIII’s
Boerne Area Model Society.

How to Dispose of It
Many things will change from the time you make your lists to the time
your family uses them. I do not generally recommend that you make
changes or codicils to your Last Will and Testament to include your RC
bequests. Those are costly and unnecessary. I do recommend that you
sit down and write a letter of intent to be placed with your estate planning documents.

Donate to the National Model Aviation Museum
The AMA Museum does actively solicit donations to its collections. We
are, however, selective in what we collect because of space and budget
constraints.
If you have items that you would like to donate to the museum after
your death, please contact the museum staff to learn if we need the
items for the collection, and to discuss an Intent-to-Donate agreement.
Before contacting the museum, please create a general list of what you
have to donate.

In this letter, give directions to the person administering your estate
about what you want done with your possessions, and who you want to
receive which items from your lists. This letter, in most states, is not
legally binding, but it will provide invaluable guidance to your estate
administrator about your wishes. One reality of any hobby is that most
members of your family will not share your passion for the hobby. As a
result, disposition of your RC gear should be as easy and expeditious as
you can make it.

A step-by-step guide to donating to the museum collection, as well as
common questions and museum staff contact information, can be found
at www.modelaircraft.org/

Where to Dispose of It
Your disposal choices are pretty limited for your RC stuff. You can
offer the items to your RC club members, send them to a swap meet,
donate them to a worthy cause, sell them in classified ads, or just plain
give them away to your friends. Each choice has its pros and cons.

museum/donations.aspx. Or, you can contact Museum Registrar Maria
VanVreede at mariav@modelaircraft.org, (765) 287-1256, extension
508, and she would be happy to discuss it with you.
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team working on your behalf. There is also an area that will provide some suggested text that you may use to automatically draft
a letter to your representatives along with a way to identify who
those representatives are.

PRESIDENT TO PRESIDENT
Latest News on the FAA Situation
by Dave Mathewson, AMA President
AMA continues to work hard to preserve the future of model
aviation, just as the FAA continues to work toward regulating
model aircraft. The pending regulations—really intended to focus more on the commercial, public-use small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (sUAS) that want to assimilate into the National
Airspace System (NAS)—will most likely have some impact on
model aviation. In fact, while the FAA bylaws cannot tell us
exactly what will be in the proposed rule, they have told us it
will include some restrictions that modelers are not going to like.

The third phase of our plan will be an additional campaign in
response to the NPRM, if necessary. Since we won’t know exactly what the NPRM will contain until it’s released in the Federal Register, we won’t know how to react to it until then.
What we all need to do today is to visit the AMA Web site and
draft a letter to Congressional representatives to let them know
about all the positive aspects of model aviation and the potential
harm that overly onerous regulations may cause to a viable recreational and educational family activity. As Leader Members
and club officers, I’m asking that all of you please inform your
membership and modeling friends of the importance of becoming involved. Ask them to send a letter to their representatives. It
will only take a few minutes to help preserve the future of an
activity that we all enjoy.

As you know, AMA has an internal workgroup that has been
developing a set of standards for aeromodeling that, once
adopted by the FAA, will allow modelers who operate within the
standards some latitude from the restrictions in the (default) rule.
Developing our standards has been nearly a two-year process
and once completed, will be vetted through the entire model
aviation community for comment before they are sent to the
FAA for consideration. The members who make up our workgroup come from a diverse modeling background and bring an
incredible amount of knowledge and expertise to the table. They
have worked countless hours on our members’ behalf
(www.modelaircraft.org/aboutama/govcontact.aspx).

See you next time

Record for most passengers on an airplane
The most passengers ever carried on one flight was in 1991 during the Operation Solomon evacuation of Ethiopian Jews during
Operation Solomon. 1086 people boarded a 747 in Addis Ababa.
When they landed in Jerusalem, there were 1089 passengers.
Three babies were born during the flight.

Since the regulatory effort began, we have been asking our
members to be aware and engaged in its progress and to be prepared to react when the time is right. That time is here. The proposed rule will be released as a Notice of Proposed Rule Making
(NPRM) later this year. Although the original release date was
scheduled for June, it now looks like it’s been pushed back until
late July or early August.
AMA has developed a multipart strategy to deal with this impending regulation. The first part, working with the FAA to develop standards to allow modelers latitude from the rule, has
been the most visible—until now. The March issue of Model
Aviation magazine, which you should have received in the last
couple of weeks, outlines phase two of our plan. In this phase,
we’re asking our members to reach out to their elected representatives and tell them about the positive aspects of model aviation, its value as a family recreational activity, the value as an
educational tool, and the fact that model aviation is a perfect
stepping stone for our children that can lead them to careers in
aviation and aerospace.
We want to point out that unnecessary regulation of model aviation can have a serious negative economic impact on an entire
industry that supports what we do. In short, we need to educate
our federal representatives, and this needs to be done in advance
of the release of the NPRM.
All of this is outlined in detail in Model Aviation magazine as
well as on a special section of the AMA Web site at
www.modelaircraft.org/gov. There you will find background
information on the entire process and learn more about AMA’s
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Rogue Eagles 2011 Event Calendar
Month

Date

Activity

Location

Contact

MARCH

12

Swap Meet

Yamhill Cty Fairgrounds
McMinnville, OR

Larry Miller 503 472 4987

26

Club Pylon Race

Agate Field

Ben Musolf 541 608 7240

26

Swap Meet

Grants Pass
County Fairgrounds

Art Kelly 541 472 9683

15-16-17

Float Fly 2.4 GHZ ONLY

Agate Lake

Larry Myers 541 770 3390

23

Pylon Race

Agate Field

Ben Musolf 541 608 7240

30—May 1

IMAC Contest

Agate Field

Jeff Jarvis

7

Swap Meet

Agate Field

Joe DeAscentis 541 890 2765

14-15

War Birds

Agate Field

John Gaines 541 951 1947

21

Pylon Race

Agate Field

Ben Musolf 541 608 7240

25-30

IMAA

Castle Air Base

Mike Brown 503 549 3005

28

Fun Fly-Pot Luck Lunch
Keno Flitemasters Inv.

Agate Field

Rick Lindsey
541 776 5832

3-4-5

Fun Fly

Klamath Glen

Sam Ellis

4

NSRCA F3A Primer
FIELD REMAINS OPEN

Agate Field

Rex Lesher
541 554 2569

10-11-12

NSRCA F3A Contest

Agate Field

Same as above

18-19

Extreme Free Style Fun Fly

Agate Field

Jeff Jarvis 541 773 5807

17-18-19

Float Fly

Plat I

Dave Olsen

26

BBQ Fun Fly—Keno
Rogue Eagles Invited

Keno, OR

Edward Huddleston

9-10

Float Fly

Lake Selmac

Art Kelly 541 472 9683

9-10

War Birds over the Pacific

Cottage Grove, OR

Gus Phillips 541 643 9430

15-16-17

IMAA Fun Fly

Agate Field

Cliff Sands 541 941 0503

23

Pylon Race

Agate Field

Ben Musolf 541 608 7240

5-6-7

IMAA Fun Fly

Elkton

Bruce Harlow

13-14

Rogue Valley Flyers Air Show

Grants Pass

Art Kelly 541 472 9683

12-13-14

Dawn Patrol

Henry Estate Winery
Umpqua, OR

Bruce Harlow
541 863 1920

19-20-21

Fun Fly

Klamath Glen

Sam Ellis 707 954 8284

20-21

Rogue Eagles Air Show

Agate Field

John Parks 541 776 0733
Larry Myers Before7:30pm
541 770 3390

27

Pylon Race

Agate Field

Ben Musolf 541 608 7240

3-4

VRCS Vintage Fly In

Agate Field

Richard Schwegerl
541 773 5479

10

Fun Fly Pot Luck

Agate Field

Rick Lindsey 541 776 5832

24

Pylon Race

Agate Field

Ben Musolf 541 608 7240

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

JULY

AUGUST

SEPTEMBER

6

541 773 5807

707 954 8284

Club Officers and Staff

Aircraft of the Month
The Wonderful Little “Coupe”
The two-seat ERCO Ercoupe 415 went on sale in 1940 but only 112 were
delivered before World War II intervened, halting all civil aircraft production. Production resumed after the war and initial sales were strong;
ERCO manufactured more than 4,000 aircraft in 1946 alone. In February
of that year, Fred Weick was recognized for his work on the Ercoupe,
receiving the Fawcett Aviation Award for the greatest contribution to the
scientific advancement of private flying.
At its peak, ERCO was turning out 34 Ercoupes per day, operating three
shifts per day. The airplane was aggressively marketed through nonconventional outlets such as the men's department of the Macy's department store chain. Unfortunately, however, private aircraft sales slumped
after the war and the bottom dropped out of the civil aircraft market in
late 1946, bursting the bubble held by many aircraft manufacturers, who
had expected that post-war prosperity plus a huge number of newly
trained pilots would translate into a boom market for civil aircraft sales.
ERCO sold its remaining Ercoupe inventory to Saunders Aircraft Company in 1947, which continued to sell the airplanes until 1950. Several
other companies continued to build Ercoupes and variations (some renamed as “Aircoupes”) for another 20 years until production ended in
1970.
Fred Weick went on to become a pioneer in agricultural aircraft design,
leading Piper Aircraft's efforts in that field and later helped to design the
popular Piper Comanche. These notable endeavours notwithstanding,
Weick will always be remembered as the “Father of the Ercoupe” - the
revolutionary rudderless airplane.
SPECS and PERFORMANCE
Wingspan:
Length:
Empty Weight:
Gross Weight:
Power plant:

30’
20’ 9”
838 lbs.
1400 lbs.
Continental 75 - 85 hp

Max Speed:
Cruise Speed:
Rate of Climb (SL):
Service Ceiling:
Range at 110
Range at 80 mph

125 mph
100-110 mph
560 fpm
11,000’
430 miles
530 miles
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President
Joe DeAscentis
joe_jan541@charter.net

541 890 2765

Vice President
Jim Fowler
2fowlers@charter.net

541 476 9927

Secretary (interim)
Alan Littlewood
alan_littlewood@charter.net

541 362 3731

Treasurer (interim)
Werner Bruckner
wkbruck@charter.net

541 664 2549

Board Members at Large
Gary Croucher
No email

541 664 1133

Larry Cogdell
planner4u@aol.com

541 840 1514

Paul Chapman
chappk01@msn.com

541 878 3890

Safety Coordinator
Werner Bruckner
wkbruck@charter.net

541 664 2549

Event Coordinator
Rick Lindsey
ricklindsey@charter.net

541 776-5832

Newsletter Editor
Ben Musolf
flight431@msn.com

541 608 7240

Public Relations
Calvin Emigh
calvinemigh@charter.net

541 951 5055

Field Maintenance
Sam Arrigo
rcsam@oigp.net

541 597 4573

Webmaster
Rick Lindsey
ricklindsey@charter.net

541 776 5832

Flight Instructors
Rick Lindsey
ricklindsey@charter.net

541 776 5832

Richard Schwegerl
bbschweg@aol.com

541 773 5479

Ben Musolf
Flight431@msn.com

541 608 7240

Our Thanks and Appreciation to the following businesses:

ROGUE EAGLES GENERAL MEETING
SECOND TUESDAY of each month at 7:00 in the Central
Point Senior Citizens Center, 123 N. 2nd Street, Central
Point,
OR.
Members and Visitors welcome!
ROGUE EAGLES BOARD MEETING
Held on the FOURTH TUESDAY of each month at the
same time and location as the General Meeting. All members
are invited to attend.

Rogue Eagles R/C Club
P.O. Box 8332
Medford, OR 97501
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