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Update on FAA 
by Dave Mathewson, AMA President 
 

By now, nearly everyone should be somewhat familiar with the FAA’s intent to create regulation for the operation of small unmanned air-

craft systems (sUAS) in the national airspace. There’s been a lot of speculation about what will be contained in the sUAS proposed rule that 

is scheduled to be released as a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) sometime in June 2011. 

 

The NPRM will contain proposed regulations that will likely have some impact on model aviation. The FAA is prohibited by law from dis-

closing the exact language in the NPRM until it’s released in the Federal Register. However, we have been able to determine, in a generic 

sense, what some of the proposed language might be. The NPRM will likely address things such as how high, how fast, and where a model 

aircraft may fly. We know that the FAA has drawn a hard line between recreational use and commercial use. 

 

AMA is continuing to work with the FAA’s Unmanned Aircraft Program Office (UAPO) and is in contact with the UAPO on a weekly, if 

not daily, basis. Face-to-face meetings between AMA representatives and the UAPO staff take place in Washington on a regular basis. 

  

AMA’s internal workgroup, consisting of members with a diverse and knowledgeable model aviation background, meets weekly by confer-

ence call and continues to develop standards that will eventually be submitted to the FAA for adoption that will allow modelers who follow 

these standards additional latitude from the rule. 

 

We’re fighting a tough battle between keeping our members informed and not painting an overly tenuous picture of the future of model 

aviation. Not knowing exactly what will be in the proposed rule makes this a difficult challenge. And we’re still working through some is-

sues today that may be satisfactorily resolved before the NPRM is released. 

 

The February 2011 issue of Model Aviation magazine will contain an interview with FAA Associate Administrator for Aviation Safety, 

Peggy Gilligan, detailing why the FAA feels its needs to create new rules for model aviation and the direction the process is taking. Repre-

sentatives from the UAPO will attend the AMA Expo in January and participate in a roundtable discussion, open to the membership that 

will provide additional insight into the regulatory process. The roundtable will be taped and posted on the AMA Web site. 

 

As club officers and Leader Members you can help now by making your club members and modeling friends aware of the regulatory effort 

and the possible need for us all to get involved in the not too distant future. 
 

Model aviation has an impeccable safety record spanning more than seven decades. Overly onerous regulation not only is unnecessary, it 

has the potential to harm the recreational activity that we all enjoy. 

NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION CHANGE 
 

Effective with the February issue of the Rogue Eagle, we will no longer 

send individual copies using email. The Rogue Eagle is posted each 

month on our website and is accessible by everyone who has a computer. 

Emailing the newsletter is therefore redundant and it is difficult to accu-

rately maintain two mailing lists. This will simplify the process and pro-

vide a more efficient way to get the news out. Those who receive the 

newsletter by mail will not be affected by this change.  Thank you, Ed. 
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Minutes of the General Meeting for Jan. 11, 2011 
Opening: 
The meeting was formally opened for business at 7:02 p.m. at the Central Point Senior Center by President, Joe DeAscentis. 
 

Joe opened with the need for executive board members at large and that there is 3 members he has communicated with that are willing to 
step up for the jobs. 
 

Joe also has changes in appointments of: 
Safety Coordinator will be Werner Bruckner 
Events Coordinator will be Rick Lindsey 

The others will stay in place. 
 

Joe also gave thanks to Bill Grove, Danny Stanton, Gary Croucher, Debbie Stark, Paul Stark and Gary Neal for their outstanding work last 
year. 
 

There were 32 members and 2 guests. Guests were Frank R. Dodge and Bob Earl. 
 

Meeting Minutes: 
Wray Freitas acting for Alan Littlewood Secretary Pro Tem read the minutes of the Nov. 9, 2010 General meeting. Bill Grove made motion, 
Gary Neal 2nd , minutes approved as read. 
 

Treasurers Repot: 
Ruthie Beck, our new treasurer read the treasures report. Bill Grove made motion, Sam Arrigo 2nd, treasurer’s report approved as read. At this 
point Ruthie had a suggestion that we have a bragging pot. You deposit donation money in the pot, with that you are allowed to brag about 
something you have done that you are proud of. Many members were in favor. 
 

Announcements: 
Joe announced next months meeting will be voting rule book changes that effect dues, expenditures of the general membership in regards to 
expenditures of up to $2500 and above. Info is available in previous newsletters. 
 

Old Business: 
F3A: Joe spoke with Art Kelly and Rex Letcher in regards to continuing on with the F3A event at Agate Field. Many members at the meeting 
expressed going on with the event. Joe advised it is on the calendar. 
 

Lake Selmac Float Fly: Joe conversed with Art Kelly of the Rogue Valley Flyers (RVF). Art advised, the Rogue Valley Eagles are planning on 
going ahead with that event and that the RVF will be providing their own CD. Art also expressed the wish to share the expenses, work and 
profits with the Rogue Eagles. Many members expressed willing to go ahead on this. Danny Stanton had some concerns about portable rest-
room costs. 
 

Agate Float Fly: Larry Myers will be the CD for this event. Date scheduled for April 15-16-17. 
 

Runway Cracks: Joe expressed an idea that we may need to invest in tools so the Eagle’s members can do repairs. Joe spoke of tools 
amount to perhaps $500 to $1000 to do this. It would comprise of the hand tools, heater, SoilTac and DG. 
Jay Strickland made mention, that his best friend is the owner of Pacific Asphalt. He suggested to have his friend review the runway condition 
and make suggestions. Pacific Asphalt has done work for us in the past. 
 

Dissention: At this point Joe expressed concerns about dissention. He expressed he hated to see it and suggested we help each other. That 
even though we may dislike someone, we should ignore such feelings and help anyway.  
 

Entertainment: Richard Schwagerl asked for input in regards to what they would like to have as topics or contributions. Richard spoke of how 
great the WarBirds event in Cottage Grove and the RC/VS here at Agate field events went. A large applause for Richard’s performance there. 
Richard has the McMinnville swap meet forms. He also said to make sure you write checks out to Larry Miller not the Club. 
There was mention there is a conflict with Selmac Float Fly and the War Birds Cottage Grove. 
 

Web Master: Rick Lindsey expressed reviewing the web site, there is a lot of good stuff there including past newsletters. Rick expressed the 
current events calendar, those in black are real, in red are questionable. 
 

Nominations for Member at Large: This is the vote of subject, Joe spoke of earlier this meeting. 
Nominations: Gary Croucher X 

Larry Cogdell X 

Paul Chapman X 

Rod Graham 

Richard Schwagerl 
Those marked with a X were advance to EB Member at Large. 
 

Awards: Announced: 
Broken Prop: Bob Knudsen 

Most Improved: Paul Chapman 

Member of the Year: Wray Freitas 

Modeler of the Year: Sam Arrigo 
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Aircraft of Interest  -  Last of the Hawks 
Curtiss P-40Q 

Prior to the final termination of P-40 develop-

ment, some effort was expended in combining 

aerodynamic refinement with increased power to 

produce a higher-performance model. A P-40K 

airframe was fitted with an Allison V-1710-121 

engine rated at 1,425hp for take-off and 

1,100hp at 25,000’. Semi-flush low-drag radia-

tors were incorporated in the wing center section 

and a four-bladed propeller was fitted, the des-

ignation XP-40Q being assigned. A second, simi-

larly re-engined P-40K for the P-40Q program 

reintroduced the nose radiator scoop, but fea-

tured an all-round vision bubble-type canopy 

(previously tested on a P-40N). The definitive XP

-40Q (converted from a P-40N-25 airframe) had 

clipped wing tips, the cut-down aft fuselage with 

bubble canopy and coolant radiators faired into 

the wing leading edges. Four 12.7mm guns were 

carried but proposed production models were to 

have carried, either six 12.7mm or four 20mm 

weapons. No production was undertaken. 

DIMENSIONS 

    Wingspan 10.75 m 35 ft 3 in 

    Length 10.16 m 33 ft 4 in 

 PERFORMANCE 

    Max. speed 679 km/h 422 mph 

Fasten your seat 
belts, this could 
be a bumpy ride! 

Rogue Eagle Pylon Racing 
 
2011 will be the third 
year the Rogue Eagles 
have held  the Club 
Pylon Racing event. 
Anticipation and excite-
ment remain high and 
this year, there seems 
to be gathering interest 
in an “electric” pylon event...more on this later. 
 
The airplane in the picture is what we race and all use the 
same size engine, prop and fuel. We have tried to even 
the field so that pilot skill is the predominant factor in win-
ning races.  
 
Pylon racing at this level is exciting but not at all difficult 
and we encourage all our members to try it, but I warn 
you, it’s addictive! If you have an OS 10LA lying around, a 
few bucks for plane and an open Saturday each month, 
you too can be a PYLON RACE PILOT, 
 
We are always looking for new pilots, pylon judges and 
field helpers. If you are interested, contact Ben Musolf at 
flight431@msn.com. 
 
For those who may be interested in Electric Pylon Racing, 
please drop me a line. 

MARCH 2011 EVENTS 
 

12 Swap Meet McMinnville—Larry Miller 503 472 4987 
 
26 Pylon Race Agate Field—Ben Musolf 
 
26    Swap Meet Josephine County Fairgrounds 
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ON THE SAFE SIDE 

Where is Your Center of Gravity? 
by Jim Tiller, Insider Safety Column Editor 
 

Where is your Center of Gravity? 

A modeler reported to me recently that he crashed a new airplane 

on its first flight. After some research he found that the Center of 

Gravity (CG) location printed in the manual was off by more than 

two inches and this tail-heavy condition contributed to the crash. 

When he spoke to the distributor about the incident, the company 

told him the proper CG was in an addendum on its Web site—an 

addendum that, obviously, was unknown to him. He reported this 

to me, not only out of personal frustration, but also as a safety 

issue. The errant model could have caused a lot of damage on its 

short, first flight. 

 

In its remarks to the modeler, the distributor reported it was not at 

fault, because it had published the addendum and, additionally, 

the builder is solely responsible for what happens to his model. 

As you know, most manuals actually go to great lengths stating 

the manufacturer and distributor are not responsible for the air-

plane after it is sold. 

 

There are two questions here. First, should the distributor have 

made a greater effort to correct the misstated CG location? That 

answer is simple. Yes it should have. The correct center of grav-

ity is a critical measurement for safe flight. It is boldly stated in 

many manuals, but in some manuals, mostly those intended for 

trainers and other beginner airplanes, the critical CG is not even 

mentioned. It assumed to be in the correct spot if the builder fol-

lows instructions. 

 

I think modelers, magazines, and reviewers should make every 

effort to report inadequate instruction manuals. The phrase “this 

is a builder’s kit” or “designed for the experienced modeler” is 

the innocuous tagline that alerts us to manual deficiencies in most 

reviews. We are far too tolerant of poor instructions. Many online 

sales sites allow the buyer to post reviews or comments. We 

should complain loudly about inadequate instructions or, in the 

case of many Chinese imports, the total absence of coherent in-

structions at all. The squeaky wheel gets the grease—demand 

better instructions. If the comments affect the sales dollars, they 

will listen. 

 

And, in like fashion, the companies that take the time to provide 

great manuals should be commended for their efforts. 

 

The second question: Is the modeler ultimately responsible for 

the CG of his airplane? The answer is, again, yes. 

 

Builders often replace parts from their ARFs they believe are sub

-standard or too weak to hold a load. They do that to protect their 

investment, but also in the interest of safety. In light of this, and 

other incidents like it, we should also be skeptical of the CG re-

ported in manual. Don’t blindly trust that it is correct. Do a rough 

calculation yourself. 

 

The CG is not hard to figure and there are many references out 

there that explain the calculation. Google: “calculating CG on an 

airplane wing” and you get pages of results.  

The general rule of thumb is that the Center of Gravity is about 

25-30% of the wing cord (wing width) at the Mean Aerody-

namic Chord (MAC). The MAC is the center of a rectangular 

wing or its equivalent in a tapered or swept wing. 

 

That sounds very technical, but for a rectangular wing 

(constant cord) the CG is 25-30% back from the leading edge 

anywhere on the wing. If the wing is 10 inches wide, the CG 

should be about 2.5 inches in from the leading edge. Many 

model designers put the main spar at this point, making it even 

easier to locate. 

 

On a tapered or swept wing it is a little harder to find the MAC, 

but not impossible. For those mathematically impaired, like I 

am, it is simplest to go to a web-based CG calculator like this 

one: www.scaleaero.com/CG_Calculator.htm. 

 

Before you techie guys get too critical, this is an oversimplifi-

cation of the CG calculation, but focus on the message. All 

modelers, beginning and experienced, should know how impor-

tant the calculation is, and check it, before the first flight. Also, 

the definition of the CG and its importance should be part of 

the instruction manual for new fliers. 

 

Before the first flight, mark the manufacturer’s CG location on 

the root of each wing. Put one finger on each side of the fuse-

lage at the CG and lift the finished airplane (minus fuel) off the 

work bench. It should stay level or tip slowly nose down. If it 

falls quickly toward the tail, you need to do your own CG cal-

culation. Be skeptical—get it right. There is an old saying “A 

nose heavy airplane doesn’t fly very well; a tail heavy airplane 

doesn’t fly very long.” 

 

We are ultimately responsible for the models we build, but 

manufactures and distributors should step up too. This is a 

safety issue. Safety should be as big a driving factor as sales. 

http://www.scaleaero.com/CG_Calculator.htm
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Club Officers and Staff 
Rogue Eagles R/C Club 

Medford, Oregon 
 

AMA Charter 534 

 

Elected Officers 

 

President*   Joe DeAscentis 541 890 2765  (joe_jan541@charter.net) 

Vice President*   Jim Fowler  541 476 9927  (2fowlers@charter.net) 

Secretary*   Alan Littlewood 541 362 3731  (alan_littlewood@charter.net) 

Treasurer*    Ruth Beck  541 857 8554  (chuckandruthie@charter.net) 

 

Board Member at Large* Gary Neal  541 476 6159  (cruisin60s@charter.net) 

Board Member at Large  

Board Member at Large  

 

Appointed Officers 

 

Safety Coordinator*  John Parks  541 776 0733  (parks226@hotmail.com) 

Event Coordinator*  Rick Lindsey  541 776 5832  (ricklindsey@charter.net) 

Newsletter Editor*  Ben Musolf  541 608 7240  (flight431@msn.com) 

Public Relations*  Calvin Emigh  541 951 5055  (calvinemigh@charter.net) 

Webmaster   Rick Lindsey  541 776 5832  (ricklindsey@charter.net) 

 

Field Maintenance 

 

Eric Geiske  

       541 660 5859 

Instructors  

 

Richard Schwegerl     541 773 5479 

Rick Lindsey      541 776 5832   (ricklindsey@charter.net) 

 

( * = Voting Board Members ) 

 

 

Club Meeting Location and Time  

 

Unless otherwise noted, all meetings are held at: 

 

Central Point Senior Citizen's Center, 123 N. 2nd St., Central Point, OR. 

 

General membership meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m.  Visitors and 

guests are always welcome.  At the meetings, we discuss club business, report on current model-related 

events, have a show-and-tell session, and sometime have special programs.  For show-and-tell, mem-

bers most often bring a newly finished model, but partially-built models, engines, or any modeling acces-

sory that you think will be of interest to others may be shown.  Our special programs may be things like 

the demonstration of a building technique, a video, or a guest speaker.  If you have or would like to give 

a presentation, bring it up with a club officer so that it can be scheduled. 

 

Board of Directors meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of each month, also at 7:00 p.m.  Members 

are always welcome to attend. 
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Our Thanks and Appreciation to the 
following businesses:  

Rogue Eagles Website:  www.rogue-eagles.org 

Rogue Eagles R/C Club 
P.O. Box 8332 
Medford, OR  97501 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


